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Meet: Aaron
Birthday:
November 22,
1993
Fav color:
color green
Fav food:
everything but
vegetables
Hobbies: computer games,
music, Boy Scouts, chess,
math bowl
Goals for Mexico: witness
to Mexicans in Spanish

Meet:
Joanna
Birthday:
March 23, 1996
Fav color:
color blue
Fav food: Mexican
Hobbies: reading, writing,
drawing
Goals for Mexico: attend
and help with EMMC’s

Mark and Lucy Marshall’s
adventure with Refuge
Ranch began in February
2004 when they participated on the first work team
ever to Refuge Ranch,
hosted by their home
church, Shiloh Christian
Church in Logansport, IN.
Victor and I had one son at
the time, Josiah, who was
two years old, and I was 8
months pregnant with Caleb.
The team worked on our
current home. Mark helped
do the electrical wiring
downstairs and Lucy painted
the outside of the house and
hauled rock.

this year and is now an ordained minister!

Life has changed for all
of us quite a bit since then!
Victor and I now have 9 children. Refuge Ranch has
grown to include the beginnings of the main house.
And, the Marshall’s are preparing to move to Refuge
Ranch as part of our fulltime staff in just three more
months!

Meet: Mark

Meet: Lucy

Birthday: February 23,
1967
Wedding anniversary: July
13, 1991
Fav color:
color anything bright
Fav food: “I like to eat.”
Hobbies: home
improvement;
spending time with
family; thinking about
moving
Goals for Mexico: be a
positive influence in
relationships with
people; help construct
a home for all the
future residents of
Refuge Ranch

Birthday: January 17, 1968
Wedding anniversary: July 13,
1991
Fav color:
color red
Fav food: chicken and noodles
Hobbies: reading and singing
Goals
for
Mexico:
be a
witness
through
my
actions

After that first trip to Refuge Ranch, the Lord began
moving in Mark and Lucy’s
lives and called Mark to go
back to college and get his
Bible degree. He graduated

In June 2006, the entire
Marshall family, including
Mark and Lucy and their two
children, Aaron and Joanna,
12 and 10 years old at that
time, participated in another
work team from Shiloh
Christian Church to Refuge
Ranch. During, and after,
that trip the Lord moved in
Mark and Lucy’s heart, convincing them that He was
calling them full-time to
Mexico! He soon spoke
clearly to Aaron and Joanna’s hearts, convincing

them of the same call.
The entire Marshall family enjoyed yet another work
team experience to Refuge
Ranch in June 2008. This
summer, despite the fact
that a work team from their
home church is currently
here at Refuge Ranch, the
Marshall’s will stay in Indiana as they sell their home
and prepare to move to Mexico in September
Words cannot describe
our gratitude to the Lord for
calling the Marshall’s to
(Continued on page 3)
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FRIENDS OF FISHERS OF MEN
Just this morning, a couple
who form part of the mission
team here this week from Shiloh Christian Church in
Logansport, IN, shared the
following story with us during
devotions.
Little Jimmy came home one
day with a note to his parents
that the elementary school
was going to present a play.
Jimmy wanted to have an important part in the school
play, as did nearly all of the
children. Jimmy’s parents
knew that he would not likely
be chosen for a major role
because of his size and limited ability. Nevertheless, they
knew Jimmy had his heart set
on an important role in the
school play. So, they agreed,
with reservations, to allow
Jimmy to go to the tryouts.
On Saturday morning, Jimmy
was restless as he tried to eat
his breakfast. His parents
were anxious, too. Jimmy
made sure his parents got him
to school on time for the tryouts.
When they arrived, the school
auditorium was filled with
other children, all expecting to
be chosen for a role in the
play. The parents were all
sent to the cafeteria so as not
to interfere with the selection
process. Jimmy’s parents
were more anxious at this
point than he was. They were

concerned about how he might
take rejection. They wondered
about his unrealistic expectations.
Suddenly, Jimmy came running
into the cafeteria and exclaimed, “Daddy, Mommy, I
made it! I got the part! I’ve
been chosen to clap and
cheer!”
Jimmy had a role in the play
that made him feel important.
And he was excited!
Whatever God calls us to do or
be; wherever God places us in
ministry; however God calls us
to serve, it is important to Him
and the fulfillment of His kingdom and plan here on earth.
No one is insignificant in God’s
kingdom.
No role is minor in God’s kingdom.
No ministry is unimportant in
God’s kingdom. (Even the clap
and cheer ministry!)
Those who cheer and applaud
and support others in ministry
are not idle by-standers or
mere spectators. They are
God’s witnesses and His instruments of encouragement and
inspiration.
All for the good of the kingdom
of God and His glory!
Friends of Fishers of Men is a
group of people, volunteers,
who are passionate about what
the Lord is doing, and wants to

do, through Fishers of Men.
They meet on a quarterly basis
to share the latest happenings
in the ministry, brainstorm
ideas about how to support
the ministry and plan ways to
put those ideas into action.
For example, members of
Friends of Fishers of Men
have been looking for a donated bus for the Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades.
Other members have been
looking into health insurance
plans that would provide
emergency health care for
Fishers of Men staff in the
U.S. As a team, the entire
group is putting together fundraising plans (that can cross
state boundaries) to create an
emergency health care cash
account that could cover
emergency health costs for
Fishers of Men staff in Mexico.
This group is seeking to be
more proactive in supporting
Fishers of Men by helping promote the ministry, search out
new donors and supporters,
apply for grant money, do research for the ministry on different topics/needs, perform
fund raising activities and provide prayer support and encouragement. We need YOU
to be a part of this exciting
and vital part of Fishers of
Men! While the group’s quarterly meetings take place in
Toledo, OH, thanks to the joys
of modern technology, you can
participate in the meetings

“Those who cheer
and applaud and
support others in
ministry are not
idle by-standers or
mere spectators.
They are God’s
witnesses and His
instruments of
encouragement
and inspiration.”

from anywhere in the
world with an internet
connection. (A laptop or
desktop computer with a
webcam, microphone and
speakers is all that’s
needed.) Video calls are
free through Skype, a
website providing free
video conference service
from computer to computer. In fact, I, Julie, participate in these meetings
from my office here at
Refuge Ranch in Mexico!
If you would like more
information about Friends
of Fishers of Men, please
contact Diann Claassen at
(734) 206-2392 or email
ddclaassen@hotmail.com
Can’t wait to see you at
the next Friends of Fishers of Men meeting!

VOLUME 7 ISSUE 5
(Continued from page 1)

Mexico, and to the Marshall’s for their willingness
to obey that call! They are
selling their home and many
of their belongings, leaving
behind elderly parents, extended family members
and life-long friends, in order to be obedient to God’s
call on their lives. We admire them and have already
been so blessed by their
lives!
There is much work
awaiting them here in Mexico and at Refuge Ranch.
Mark has worked for many
years as an auto mechanic,
besides his vocation as a
pastor. We know the Lord
will use all of his talents and
abilities to serve Him as
Mark keeps our many vehicles running; accompanies
Victor on crusades and
serves as a kind of chaplain
at Refuge Ranch –leading
weekly chapel services for
school and Bible classes, as
well as ministering spiritually to our English speaking
staff and work groups. Besides all that, Mark is an allaround handyman who will
never be lacking something
to repair, fix or continue
building. Lucy has her
teaching degree and has
worked many years as an
aid in a special education
classroom. Therefore, she
will be helping me out in
school, especially in coming
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alongside those students
who need a little more help
in some areas. She will also
be in charge of a garden
and the canning of fruits
and vegetables here at Refuge Ranch, which we have
not been able to do for several years due to a lack of
staff. (I am the total opposite of a green thumb! Pati
gave me two little potted
plants for my office balcony
and it took me a whole of 7
days to properly kill them
off!) We are also looking
forward to Aaron (16) and
Joanna (13) joining our
homeschool adventures as
more mature students who
will be able to bless our kids
with their knowledge, experiences and friendship.
I am going to let Mark
and Lucy express some of
their own thoughts and feelings through the following
article that Mark wrote for
this newsletter at the beginning of this year, but that we
have not been able to publish until now.
Lucy wrote a very nice
letter for Christmas this
year, using the title of our
Christmas cantata as the
subject. In “The Fullness of
Time” is when things happen as God wants them to
happen. We are patiently
working toward our move to
Refuge Ranch. People have
sent us replies to our Christmas letter saying it is nice
to hear about what we are
doing and that they are
praying for us. It is interesting how many Christians
reply saying they could not

make this kind of move. When
I began my return to college
classes, I had no idea what I
was getting into. I kept reminding myself of Philippians 4:13 “I
can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me.” More
recently I have been thinking
about Jeremiah 29:11-14. In
verse 11, especially, the Lord
declares He has a plan to prosper us. We have to stay focused on Him and seek Him in
prayer and call on His name
(vv12-13). By seeking with all
our hearts God will bring us
closer to Him and return us to
where He wants us to be (v14).
As we were talking about the
people who said they could not
take such a leap of faith as we
are taking, Lucy said, “They
would if they were being
called.” This is true. What we
are doing feels like the natural
next step in the journey. If we
were to try to stay where we
are right now or even try to do
something different we would
feel like we were in exile. My
prayer for those who say they
would not or could not do this,
is that they will and can do
what God is calling them to do.
We all have a purpose, but
knowing what it is takes dedication to communication with
God, through prayer and study.
As we look into 2009, I am
shifting gears. I have to motivate myself to pray and study.
There is no more class work to
push me. The last four years
have been quite a journey of
transformation. My school
work has been a tremendous
motivator to grow intellectually
and spiritually. Now I need to
continue to seek God in all I do,
so the details of the plans become clearer. We have to be
listening to hear the declaration. We have to live on purpose to discover our purpose.
Thank you to all who have
been praying for Fishers of
Men and the Marshall’s. I feel
like a disconnected part of the
ministry because I am in Indi-

ana, and my mind is constantly on Refuge Ranch. As
we work toward moving to
Refuge Ranch, I feel overwhelmed by everything that
needs to happen. The next
few months will require the
Lord’s strength as we step out
in faith to do His will in our
lives.
We also ask for your continued prayers for the Marshall’s.
Pray:
•

That their home can sell
according to God’s plan

•

For wisdom and guidance
in the logistics of getting
their belongings to Mexico
and driving here

•

For the provision for their
salary (Here at Fishers of
Men we do not require
that each missionary raise
their own support. Each
of the staff members do
our best to promote Fishers of Men and trust that
the Lord will use those
contacts to provide for all
our personal and ministry
needs. While our current
monthly income is not
enough to pay the Marshall’s, nor do we have
committed donors to
cover their salary upon
their arrival, we know that
the Lord will provide when
the need arises.)

•

That the lower level
(formerly “basement”)
extension of the main
house will be enclosed by
September so that the
Marshall’s can move into
their apartment

Dear Jesus,
Thank you for the Marshall’s
and for the call you have
placed upon their lives.
Please be EVERYTHING to
them so that they can be your
faithful servants. Amen.
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T H E L O W E R L E V E L ( P R E V I O U S LY T H E B A S E M E N T ! ) MAIN HOUSE CONSTRUCTION AT REFUGE RANCH
One of the most important
physical steps in preparing for
the Marshall Family arrival in
September is the adding onto of
the current basement of the
main house at Refuge Ranch.
(We have officially renamed the
“basement” the “lower level”
because three of the four sides
are at ground level. The fourth
side backs up to dirt.)

our family and staff (several
washers and a dryer) and a
large warehouse area for the
medical equipment for the
Evangelistic Medical Mission
Crusades.

it and three stories on top of it,
the wall must be made of reinforced concrete. Reinforced
concrete consists of rebar set
in the concrete. This requires
tons of rebar (about $2000
worth!) tied in a crisscross patThis lower level addition
tern. Then, the entire wall
began in January with the work
must be formed with wood as
of Dave Moyer and his team of
one continuous entity in order
earth movers, using huge borfor it to be poured all at once.
rowed equipment from Volvo,
This required about $4000 in
As many of you know, the
to level the land and prepare
wood!
home in which we currently live the area. In February, a work
was designed to house us tem- team from Upper Deer Creek
One week before the group
porarily while the main house at Christian Church in Galveston, was to arrive, we had only
Refuge Ranch was/is built. Our IN pushed the project forward about $1200 of the $6000
family grew quicker than antici- by cutting and bending rebar
needed! So, we made the
pated, which required the addi- for the foundation, and then
decision to suspend the back
tion of a second story to our
forming and pouring the foun- wall project and have the
current home. Adding a second dation, as well as preparing
group build a second, smaller
story to our current home was
the center columns. This week retaining wall in front of the
faster than waiting for the main we are enjoying the presence
one they built last year and
house to be built! We dediof a work team from Shiloh
finish the porch roof on our
cated all of 2008 to the building Christian Church, Logansport, current home. None of us
of the second story of our
IN, Marshall’s home church.
were too excited about this
home. Now, this year, we have Obviously, between teams,
prospect because these were
once again continued with the
Cirino, our head mason, and
projects that will eventually get
building of the main house.
hired hand, Alejandro, keep
done by those of us who live
the construction moving forand work here. Shiloh, being
The current lower level
ward.
Marshall’s home church, really
houses our homeschool quarwanted to build the back wall
ters, a full bath, four bedrooms
The hope was that the work
of the lower level to help tofor staff and all of our crusade
group this week from Shiloh
wards completing the Marmedical supplies. All of this in
could form the back wall of the
shall’s home. Five days before
roughly 120 square feet. The
lower level. Granted, this is
the group was to arrive, two
lower level addition will roughly not just any wall! The wall
members of the group emailed
triple our floor space. The new measures roughly 100 feet
me asking how much money it
addition will provide more
long by 12 feet tall! Due to the
would take to do the rebar and
space for school, a three bedfact that this wall backs up to
forming of the back wall. After
room apartment for the Marthe hill and must resist the
(Continued on page 5)
shall’s, a large laundry room for pressure of tons of dirt behind

LOWER LEVEL
PROGRESS
JANUARY 2009

JANUARY 2009

FEBRUARY 2009

MARCH 2009
JUNE 2009

TODAY—
TODAY—PRAISE GOD!
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THE LORD’S DANIEL
The Lord filled our hearts
with great joy several weeks
ago when we received a
phone call from a missionary
in the state of Veracruz telling us of a little boy needing
a home! John, a Canadian,
and Maria, a Mexican, are a
missionary couple with whom
Victor worked during an
Evangelistic Medical Mission
Crusade. They had received
a call about a little boy up in
the mountains that was quite
ill. Maria went to visit the
village and discovered a
young mother with a sick
toddler.

As Maria took them down
to the larger town to get medical treatment she learned
more about little Daniel and
his mother’s story. Daniel’s
mother was taken up into the
mountains as a young teenager and forced into marriage.
During this relationship, she
gave birth to four children,
Daniel being the youngest.
After suffering years of
abuse, she escaped from her
home with her children. She
turned the three older children
over to DIF, the Mexican government’s equivalent of social
services. As Maria, Daniel,

and his mother came out of
the doctor’s office, Daniel’s
mother turned to Maria and
said, “You take him or I am

now in the

process of

learning how

to talk and

walk, despite

being nearly

two years old!

These devel-

opmental de-

lays are

mainly caused

by malnutri-

tion and tradi-

tional indige-

nous practices

(such as con-

stantly carry-

ing the ba-

bies in shawls

and not allow-

ing them to crawl or walk on their own.)
as well as to our own lives! I
know that God would not have
provided for the rebar and the
wood to form the wall without
providing for the concrete to
pour in the form! We are waiting on Him to speak to those
He wants to bless by calling
them to give to purchase the
concrete.

We know that His goodness
continues forever! So, we
trust in His provision to provide
The very next morning, I
for the 5 cement trucks that it
received an email from a Fish- is going to take in order to acers of Men supporter informing tually pour the wall and finish
me that he had just overit up. God says in His word:
nighted a $5000 check to
“Being confident of this, that
Fishers of Men to cover the
he who began a good work in
cost of ALL the materials!
you will carry it on to complePraise God! We are awed by
tion.” (Philippians 1:6) I hope
His faithfulness! Victor went to it is not a heresy to say that
Home Depot that same day
this applies to concrete walls,

Lord willing, we will be doing something that we have
never done at Refuge Ranch—
pour cement with cement
trucks, rather than mixing it
one bag at a time in our gas
powered mixer and pouring it
by hand. The use of the cement trucks is really a necessity with this wall due to the
size of the wall and to insure
the integrity of the concrete.
The total cost for the concrete

learning that we were short
about $5000, they wrote back
and agreed that we would not
be able to raise that kind of
money in just a few days. My
email sharing about the need
for the $5000 was posted on
the work team’s blog,
www.shilohccmissions.blogspot.com.

(Check it out to see the work
they have done this week!)

(Continued on page 6)

20-month old Daniel—the love of our hearts! He is just

and ordered the rebar and
stopped at the lumberyard on
the way home to order the
wood. As I write this article,
the rebar is all in place and
tied and nearly all the wooden
forms have been put in place.
One more day left to start tying
the forms in place! God is
soooo good!

(Continued from page 4)

going to dump him somewhere.” Maria replied in

is $4000.
We know that “Our God will
meet all of our needs according to his glorious
riches in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)
We also know that many
times God wants to channel his glorious riches
through the members of
His body—you! “Give, and
it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and
running over, will be
poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use,
it will be measured to you."
Luke 6:38
May the Lord pour out his
blessings so that we can
pour some concrete!

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical
Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting the basic
needs of our neighbor while seeking the integral
transformation of that person.

We’re on the web!
fishersofmenmexico.org
fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com

FISHERS OF MEN

In the U.S.:
1039 Compton Court
Toledo, OH 43615
(734) 206-2392
In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México
C.P. 56880
To call from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2155

(Continued from page 5)

disbelief, “No you wouldn’t!” Daniel’s
mother replied confidently, “Yes I would.
You take him or I will dump him.” So,
Maria took Daniel home.
However, having a full-time ministry,
a young daughter of their own and with
Maria’s job as a full-time school teacher,
John and Maria did not feel called to
raise Daniel. They remembered Victor
telling them about our ministry here at
Refuge Ranch, so they called us to see if
we would take in little Daniel. Of course
we would! Daniel’s mother went with
Maria the following day to get his birth
certificate and Victor and I made plans to
drive to Veracruz on Sunday, June 7.
However, on Sat. night the Lord revealed
a change in plans.
Another Canadian couple had been
informed about Daniel and they are interested in adopting him. So, Victor and I
did not make the trip to Veracruz. This
was a very difficult time for our family,

This mission is carried out through two different facets of ministry:
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and Refuge Ranch.
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades
(EMMC) are weeklong crusades, complete
with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, children’s
workers, cooks, and general volunteers that
seek to meet the physical needs present in
poverty-stricken regions throughout Mexico in
order to more effectively address the spiritual
needs of the people. The Good News of Jesus
Christ is shared individually with each person
that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works closely with local
churches and missionaries to ensure the follow-up and discipleship
of the new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by
Victor and Julie, for abandoned children. As
part of a loving Christian family, the children
find the love, nurture, freedom and structure
necessary to become all that God wants them
to be.

even for our other children, as Daniel’s
room was ready to go—his crib, his
clothes, etc, and our hearts were already
loving him as one of our own.
We continue waiting on the Lord to do
His perfect will in little Daniel’s life. The
couple seeking his adoption are a great
Christian couple who are unable to have
biological children. We know that Daniel
would grow up very loved and hearing
about God’s love and special plan for his
life. In addition, Daniel has a health
problem that causes some shortness of
breath and we know that he could get
better medical care in Canada.
Adoption in Mexico is nearly impossible. In fact, this couple tried to adopt in
Mexico once before and the adoption fell
through at the last minute. So, we are
praying that God would open all the
doors, even in miraculous ways, for
Daniel’s adoption to take place, and
soon, for his benefit! If the bureaucratic
doors close on the possibility for adoption, the doors of our home will always

be open for Daniel.
We trust that the Lord involved our
family in Daniel’s situation for some
reason. There is a lesson, or many, to
be learned; maybe the room needed to
be prepared for another little boy we
have yet to meet; maybe Daniel will
come to form part of our family. We
know that God is up to something, we
just quite aren’t sure what that something is! We trust in His sovereign wisdom and power and, in the meantime,
will continue to serve Him!
•

Please pray that God will open the
doors for Daniel’s adoption by the
other couple, if that is His will.

•

Please pray that our family would
be sensitive to what God has for
us in the midst of this situation.

While we so wish that Daniel would
be ours, we know that He is the Lord’s
and that our Lord will keep him in the
palm of His great hand!

VOLUME 7 ISSUE 5

Page 7

A BIRTHDAY LIKE NO OTHER!
May 6, 2009 marked my
(Julie’s) 33rd birthday!
Victor and I went out to
eat in order to celebrate,
just the two of us! As
soon as we walked out the
door, the children and
Grandma Claassen (my
Mom who was visiting us
that week) went into action carrying out the plans
they had been brewing
and stewing about through
email and Skype for
weeks previous. When
Victor and I arrived back
home I was ordered to
stay in the car and, a few

minutes later,
told to come out
blindfolded. Now,
what to use as a blindfold? This was in the
midst of the influenza epidemic, so Victor and I had
worn surgical masks on
our date (kind of limits the
kissing☺)! So, I just
pulled the surgical mask
up over my eyes! It
worked perfectly! I walked
through our front door and
was doused in confetti
and aerosol streamers
accompanied by “Happy
Birthday”. Homemade

signs
hung from
our second
floor balcony. (Ana spent
days pointing to the sign
where
Grandma had
traced her
hands! She
knew exactly
which ones
were hers and
which ones were Ruth’s!)
The cake (made my Diana
and Martita) and the
presents topped off an
excellent day!

I, Julie, will be in

We are excited about having
excited
Zach
Gerber here at Refuge Ranch
about
having
this
summer. He is a 19 year old
Zach
Gerber
college student
here
at
from Ohio. HeRefuge
is
spending the summer doingthis
Ranch
daily
physical education
summer.
He is a 19classes
year old
with
col-the
kids,student
lege
helping from
with flash
Ohio.cards
He isin
school, aiding
spending
the summer
Cirino with
doing
thedaily
constructioneducation
physical
of the main
classes
house,with
andthe
setting
kids,
helping
up a Fishers
with flash
of Men
cardsblog,
in
along with
school,
aiding
anyCirino
other with
things
the
weconmight need
struction
of him
the main
for. His
house,
first and
week
including
setting
uphim
a Fishers
suffering
of Men
fromblog,
a concussion
along
with
and
any
feeling
otherathings
5.9 earthwe
quakeneed
might
here him
at Refuge
for. His
Ranch.
first week
We
are glad things
including
him suffering
have calmed
from adown
consince then!
cussion
and feeling a 5.9 earthquake here at Refuge Ranch. We
are glad things have calmed down
since then!

We are so proud of
Ashleigh! On May
8th she graduated
from Liberty Baptist
University! This required her to be disciplined to complete
her coursework online as she continued
to minister here at
Refuge Ranch. Good
job, Ashleigh! God
continues to have
great plans for you!

Milwaukee, WI this coming
weekend, June 26-30,
attending the meeting of
the National Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches in order to share
more about Fishers of

We are thankful for
Brother Ernesto, one of
the volunteer Mexican
dentists who participates
in the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades. He
spent several days at Refuge Ranch in order to give
us all a good cleaning and
take care of any fillings
needed. God is so good
to meet all of our needs!

Men. Please pray for:
•

Safety in travel

•

That many good new
contacts may be made

•

That God’s presence
and peace be with the
family while I am gone

If you are in the area I
would love to see you! The
meetings will held at the
Wyndham Milwaukee
Airport Hotel.

