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Inside this issue:

Up to speed
It is with great joy and
anticipation that I sit before this screen to share
with you what the Lord
has been doing in Mexico
through Fishers of Men,
as well as in the lives of
those who are personally
involved in the ministry
here.
Isaiah 40:28-31 sums
up the last four months of
life and ministry:

“Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the
everlasting God,
the Creator of the
ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or
weary,
And his understanding

no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the
weary
And increases the power
of the weak.
Even youths grow tired
and weary,
And young men stumble
and fall;
But those who hope in
the Lord
Will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings
like eagles;
They will run and not
grow weary,
They will walk and not be
faint.”
As you read this newsletter, I believe you will
realize that there have
been moments during
these last four months in
which we were running.

Life can move fast! There
can be lots going on, but
we will not grow weary.
However, there were
times in these last four
months in which life plodded forward in normalcy—diapers, school,
laundry, emails, church,
tension among siblings,
day, night. There were
moments, days, weeks in
which we had to wait.
Even in those moments
when we simply keep
walking, His Word promises we will not faint.
So, whatever speed
you and I may move at,
whether running or walking, His Word promises
that He will strengthen
us, guide us and be with
us always.

Prepare Ye the Way
The summer kicked off
from June 13-20 with a
work team from Shiloh
Christian Church, Logansport, IN. For some of the
team members this was
their fourth work team adventure to Refuge Ranch!
As always, the Lord pro-

vided in a big way to purchase over $5000 worth of
wood in order for the
team to form the back wall
of the basement extension
of the main house. Being
able to get that 100 foot
long wall formed was especially meaningful for this

work team. That wall is
a part of the apartment
for the Marshall family,
who are from Shiloh
Christian Church, and
arrived just last week to
form part of the full-time
staff here at Refuge
Ranch.
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Catch this!
•

Want an insider’s viewpoint
of what is happening with
Fishers of Men? Check out
our blog at:
fishersofmenmexico.blogspot.com

• If you are able to receive this
newsletter via email and
would like to help us save
postage costs, let us know
and we will add you to our
email list! An added advantage? You will receive impromptu emails with emergency prayer requests and
updates as situations arise.
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N at i o n a l A s s o c i at i o n o f
C o n g r e g at i o n a l C h r i s t i a n C h u rc h e s ( NAC C C )
I (Julie) had a wonderful opportunity the last week of June to attend
the annual meeting of the National
Association of Congregational Christian Churches. While Fishers of Men
receives no financial support from the
NACCC, we are a recommended ministry of the association which means
that we have their stamp of approval
and recommendation when seeking
support from their member churches.
This trip was truly proof that the
Lord has the big picture in mind
while we can only see a tiny piece of
the puzzle.
Several decades ago, when I was
just a toddler, my home church sent
several delegates to the annual meet-

ing of this same association, to which
my home church still belongs. At the
annual meeting our church delegate
met some missionaries from Mexico,
Norberto and Lisa Cortes. The delegate returned to Toledo, OH convinced that our church should support their ministry, Mission Mazahua,
regularly. Our church agreed and
began a relationship of over twenty
years with Mission Mazahua and Norberto and Lisa Cortes.
It was through that relationship
that I participated in my first international mission trip at the age of 16...to
Mission Mazahua in Mexico! The
Lord used those seven days to call me
in a deep way to full-time mission
work and, specifically, to mission

work in Mexico.
So, here I was, decades later, at the
same annual meeting through which
my home church met Norberto and
Lisa Cortes, whom the Lord used to
call me to full time mission work in
Mexico, and now I was at the meeting representing the ministry that the
Lord has given Victor and I! Talk
about coming full circle!
Besides being a wonderful time to
reflect on God’s goodness and faithfulness, it was a wonderful time to
share about the Lord’s work in Mexico and seek new support for the
ministry, as well as meet other missionaries, spend time with Dad and
Mom and enjoy the U.S. in summertime!

From Garbage to Glory
EMMC to the Oaxaca City Garbage Dump

Once a year the entire Zaragoza
family enjoys the opportunity to join
Papá, Victor, on an Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusade. It gives the kids the
chance to see what Daddy does when
he is gone from the house on crusade,
and it also gives the kids an opportunity to use their talents and gifts for the
Lord and gain a greater vision for the
Lord’s plan for their own lives.
This year we ministered with Victor
and the crusade team from July 611 in the neighborhoods surrounding the Oaxaca City (capital of the
state of Oaxaca) garbage dump.
We were also joined by two college students from Wisconsin,
Emily and Holly, who proved to
be a great asset to the crusade
team and a joy with whom to
serve. Zach, our summer missionary
from Ohio, also participated on the
crusade.
Our family stayed in a two room tin
building with a concrete floor. The kids
made out with sleeping bags and Victor and I had the luxury of a mattress.

It is always a joy to see the children serving the Lord! Diana, Josiah
and Erika (our newest staff member’s
daughter) ministered to the local
children through clowning. Upon
arriving in Oaxaca, the clown costumes were nowhere to
be
found. So,
the
kids

made
due
with clothing we had with
us. The following day a local missionary lent them real clown outfits,
which made the presentations even
more authentic. After the kids’ experience last year with clowning,

Angie decided that was not her cup of
tea and decided to do little girls’ hair
like princesses. She bought little
crowns and even designed her own
evangelistic tract to give to the girls
about how they could become real
princesses by accepting the King of
Kings into their hearts and lives!
Martita and Martha used their gifts
of service by serving in any area
needed—kitchen duty, dish duty,
ushering crusade attendees
from their medical appointments to the evangelism
team and many other unnoticed, but necessary, tasks.
Fidel and Zach attracted local children and youth by
organizing soccer games in the field
next to the crusade site. Some of
those children and youth then attended other crusade events and
were able to hear the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Victor, as always, kept the
entire crusade running while I headed
up the children’s ministry. Caleb, Ruth
and Ana ministered the love of Christ
to the local children by playing with
them.
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Welcome home Daniel!
Upon returning from the EMMC to
Oaxaca we took several days to unpack and rejuvenate before beginning the regular routine of life. So, it
was not until several days later that I
first checked my email and discovered a letter from the missionaries in
Veracruz informing us that the situation with the Canadian couple wanting to adopt Daniel had fallen
through and asking us if we were still
interested in Daniel! Were we interested?! Of course! In fact, I didn’t
even finish reading the email before
running downstairs and gleefully yelling: “Daniel is ours! Daniel is ours!”
It may seem like utter craziness to
be so joyful about another child arriving when you already have 9! Sometimes when we follow Christ our lives
can appear to be utter craziness! The

joy comes from another child coming
into a loving family, from fulfilling
God’s call on our lives, from another
person’s life being saved by the grace
of God and His purposes being fulfilled!

for no more than one hour total since
meeting him, Maria, the local missionary, asked Daniel where Mommy
was. He immediately turned around
and pointed right at me! Family ties
run deeper than blood type!

Victor
and I took
off for the
eight hour
drive to
Veracruz
Daniel and his
on Sunday,
two mothers—birth mother July 19
(left) and Julie (right)
and met
Daniel for
the first
time that evening. What joy! He had
never seen me in his life, but came to
me with no problem. By the following
morning, after having been with him

We spent that entire day with
Daniel’s mother working on his paperwork and were able to bring him
home the following day.
Many of you know that Daniel was
born missing one of his heart ventricles. We are awaiting more paperwork in order to move forward with
his medical treatment, which will require open heart surgery. Despite
these challenges, Daniel walks, runs,
laughs, has temper tantrums (this is a
good thing!) and smiles more everyday!

The Big Pour
While Victor and I were spending
several days in Veracruz working on
bringing Daniel home, a historical
event took place at Refuge Ranch!
We poured cement for the very first
time with real cement trucks, rather
than mixing it on the ground by
hand or in our one-cement-bag-at-atime- gas-powered-mixer. A month
previous, Shiloh Christian Church had

built the forms for the back basement
wall despite the fact that we did not
have a single dollar available to purchase the cement to fill the forms!
Once again we were recipients of the
undeserved faithfulness of our Lord
and He provided the $5000 needed
to purchase and pour the cement!
Praise Him! While it was the first time
pouring cement with cement trucks at

Refuge Ranch, we know it will not
be the last!

T h e body o f Ch rist as on e
There are times in life where we are
running and other times when we are
walking. June 18-25 was a running
week! We hosted a mixed work team
comprised of members from Kentucky,
Ohio, Wisconsin and Indiana. They
helped prepare for the big pour,

worked on the big pour day, pulled off
form supports after the pour, spent
time with kids and did other miscellaneous projects. Much of this happened while Victor and I were not
even present as we were gone to Veracruz to pick up Daniel!

It was so refreshing to see the way
the Lord pulled the group together,
despite the fact that they had never
met before, in order to accomplish
His purposes, in His name and in His
way! Thank you for being moldable
servants in His hand!

The TEAM: Dave and Jamie from Kentucky who learned about Refuge Ranch while Dave visited his sister in Toledo and
“happened” to attend her church, McCord Rd.
Christian Church, the Sunday that Julie was visiting last fall and shared about this summer’s work
team being sponsored by McCord Rd. Church;
Ivan and Lorraine from McCord Rd. Christian
Church and the couple that organized this work
team; Kerstin-Ivan and Lorraine’s granddaughter
from Wisconsin; Kris, the mother of our summer
missionary, Zach, from Ohio; Carole-one of Kris’
best friends, also from Ohio; Dale from Indiana
and a longtime Fishers of Men supporter who
came to serve as this team’s foreman, rather than
coming with the work team from his own church.
The Lord works in amazing ways to put together
each unique work team! His body is larger than
just one church, just one state, just one nation!
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They’re Back!
Fishers of Men has been blessed
this year with a new partnership with
Upper Deer Creek (UDC) Church in
Galveston, Indiana. They hold the
title as the first church to organize
two work teams in one year to Refuge Ranch! Their second team
worked from July 25th through August 1st taking down the forms from
the back wall pour and beginning
preparations to work on the headers
for the basement.
Besides the physical work accomplished by a work team, so much
more is accomplished through the
team’s presence, friendship and testimony. A few weeks before the UDC
team arrived, Fidel and Josiah got
done with school early and, by the
time I came down from the schoolroom, they had constructed a makeshift fence around a small grassy area
in front of the house. It was their

“garden.” Their choice of materials?
Leftover pieces of rebar and yarn!
While the fence scored high in creativity, it lacked a bit in functionality
and attractiveness, not to mention
the danger of having pieces of rebar
sticking up everywhere. So, Dale
Bridge (from Shiloh Christian Church
who stayed at Refuge Ranch for two
weeks to serve as foreman for two
work teams) and several members of the
UDC team spent their
time building a beautiful picket fence for
the boys. Martita,
Fidel and Josiah now
have beautiful rose
bushes growing inside the flower garden.
The team from UDC
blessed our family and

staff with an abundance of gifts and
surprises that were loved by all.
Hugs, kisses and laughter
abounded throughout the week.
Even trials and difficulties can pull
people together. During the week,
one of the team members, Mark,
suffered an accident. He cut his
wrist very seriously with a grinder.
The cut required stitches and even
follow-up surgery
and therapy upon
his return to the U.S.
Even that experience was a testimony to our family
and staff of Mark’s
willingness to serve
the Lord in all circumstances and to
God’s faithfulness in
The UDC group in front of the
the midst of trials.
new picket fence!

Em m c to m o un tains o f g u errero
From July 14-18, Victor led an
cesses, not only with new hairstyles,
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade but with new hearts belonging to the
into the mountains of the state of
King of Kings. Zach, our summer misGuerrero, to the southwest of Mexico sionary from Ohio, also formed part of
City. Our eldest
the team. Howdaughter, Angie,
ever, Victor, An“In his heart a man
accompanied him,
gie and Zach’s
plans his course,
excited to transparticipation in
but the LORD determines
form lots of little
the crusade was
his steps.” Proverbs 16:9
girls into princut short by aw-

ful news from home. Pati, Victor’s
older sister and Refuge Ranch staff
member, had passed away.
We thank the Lord for such a
competent and dedicated volunteer
staff for the crusades that were able
to stay in Guerrero and finish out
the crusade without Victor, which
resulted in eternal life for many individuals.

Pat i h as go n e to b e w it h t h e Lo rd
On Monday morning, July 13th Pati
seemed a little under the weather,
although she claimed to be feeling
fine. Joce, her 7 year old daughter,
had the stomach flu, so we assumed
they both had the same
bug. By Monday night
Pati had severe abdominal pain and vomiting,
but one of the crusade
doctors was watching
One of our last her.
pictures of Pati.

Tuesday morning, as the crusade team
prepared to depart for Guerrero, Pati
had not improved so we decided to
have her parents take her to a private
hospital in Mexico City. She was admitted on Tuesday and diagnosed
with pancreatitis. Wednesday night,
at 2:00 a.m., I got the phone call that
Pati had passed away! Utter shock
cannot even accurately describe what
we felt! Since then, Joce has become
our daughter and seems to be adjust-

ing as well as can be expected. May
the Lord continue to shower down
His grace, mercy, wisdom and love.

Pati’s burial
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A summer with Zach
This past summer we had the
opportunity to
share our lives and
ministry with Zach
Gerber, a college
student from Ohio.
Zach carried out many different
functions throughout his three
months serving the Lord here in

Mexico.
His primary responsibility were the
physical educational activities for the
children here at Refuge Ranch. He
held a physical education class with
the kids each day. The kids learned
soccer, volleyball and badminton. We
are grateful for the equipment that
Zach left behind so that the kids can
continue to play these games.

Zach also helped Cirino with
construction activities and worked
alongside the work teams that we
had throughout the summer. Zach
also participated in two Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades. We are
thankful for the time that Zach invested in the ministry and pray that
the Lord may continue to guide
Zach into His perfect will.

An island of hope
E M M C to t h e s tat e o f M i c h oac a n
From September 20-26 the Fishers
of Men team ministered in the state
of Michoacan in two different villages. The first location provided
some interesting challenges in terms
of logistics as the town is located on
an island. This required carrying all of
the medical supplies via boat to the
island and then up a series of stairs
up the hill to the crusade location.
Here the team enjoyed the hospitality
of the local believers, even
dressing the
female crusade
volunteers in
traditional garb
one day!
The second
village did not
present such
logistical challenges, but
spiritual challenges. This
was a town full
of witchcraft,
which resulted
in hearts hardened towards
the Gospel and
the local missionary. The Bible
reminds us that our “struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but...
against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.” (Ephesians 6:12) So, in

order to combat against these forces,
the Fishers of Men team climbed into the
pick-up truck and drove around, circling
the village. As they drove, some members of the team read scripture out loud.

Other team members sang worship
songs out loud, while others prayed.
The Lord responded and in three days
over 300 people accepted Christ! We
praise His name as we are simply instruments in His hands. He is the one
who moves hearts!
Picture Captions—starting with the top
row, left picture and going clockwise:

•
•

A girl in typical dress
Dentist Leslie at work

• Fishers of Men
(FOM) team praying over a patient
• The FOM lady
volunteers in
typical dress
• Victor
conferencing with
Ariel the dentist
• Signs on a
gate announcing
the crusade
• Our daughter
Martha working
on the crusade
• An altar to
numerous idols at
a patient’s home
• A FOM nurse
weighing a patient
•

The island where the crusade took
place

•
•

The FOM pharmacy
Emy Bridge, a U.S. volunteer from
Shiloh Christian Church, IN enjoying
worship during the crusade

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical
Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting the
basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the integral
transformation of that person.

We’re on the web!
fishersofmenmexico.org
fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com
fishersofmenmexico.blogspot.com

CONTACT US:

This mission is carried out through three different facets of ministry:
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades, Refuge Ranch and
Yahweh Rapha Medical Center.
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC)
are weeklong crusades, complete with doctors,
dentists, hair stylists, children’s workers, cooks,
and general volunteers that seek to meet the
physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions throughout Mexico in order to more effectively address the spiritual needs of the people.
The Good News of Jesus Christ is shared individually with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works closely with local churches and missionaries to
ensure the follow-up and discipleship of the new
believers.

In the U.S.:
1039 Compton Court
Toledo, OH 43615
(734) 206-2392

Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor
and Julie, for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian family, the children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary to become all
that God wants them to be.

In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México
C.P. 56880
To call from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2155

Yahweh Rapha Medical Center is a Christian hospital and medical mission
school that will be located on a 22 acre campus just southeast of Mexico
City. Here quality medical care will be given to those most in need. The
patients will find physical and spiritual healing through Jesus Christ as
expressed through the loving and knowledgeable care of the staff. Medical students will receive both medical and theological training as they
prepare to serve the Lord in satellite clinics throughout Mexico and in
other mission venues throughout the world.

Looking forward...
Just as there was much on
which to bring you up to speed, there
is much to look forward to here in
Mexico! Some of these things have
happened even as I have written this
month’s newsletter—Victor has returned from a two week trip promoting a new Fishers of Men project, the
Yahweh Rapha Medical Center; the
Marshall family has arrived from Indiana and joined the full-time staff at
Refuge Ranch; building continues on
the rest of the basement thanks to a
gracious donation from an individual;
we continue to pray for the finances
to completely finish the basement
which includes the Marshall’s apartment, a laundry room, more schoolroom and a large warehouse for the
supplies for the Evangelistic Medical

fishersofmenmexico.blogspot.com

Mission Crusades; preparations are in
full-swing for Fishers of Men’s first international Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade to the country of Belize
in November.

There are new entries 2-3 times per
week.
•

So, stay tuned, on your knees and
willing to obey if the Lord calls you to
participate through your prayers, giving or coming to take part in any of
these events!

Check out our website for general
information and pictures:
fishersofmenemexico.org

•

Get on our email list in order to
get “emergency” email updates
with the latest information. Just
email us at:
fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com

There are lots of ways to keep in
touch with Fishers of Men and all that
is happening:
•

•

“See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perOur November daily prayer calen- ceive it? I am making a way in the
dar will be emailed shortly—keep it desert and streams in the wasteland.”
where you can see it and pray for Isaiah 43:19
a specific need each day!
The Lord is always doing a new
Check out our blog at:
thing—be a part of it!

