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AN INFORMATIONAL NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTING THE MINISTRY ACTIVITIES
OF FISHERS OF MEN

FROM THE HEART
I had a different front page
article floating around in my
head for the last few weeks,
but it simply hasn’t come to
fruition. (I believe the Lord
wants to deal with me further
on the topic before sharing it
with others!)

than before. Argumentative?
Victor and I have had two
major arguments in the past
two weeks; Victor and Cirino
argued; Victor and I had a big
argument with our three
teenagers. Thankful?
Thankfully, all of these arguments ended in forgiveness
I write this article with a
being asked for and granted
heart willing to obey my Lord,
and relationships were
grateful for His faithfulness
strengthened. However, that
in providing for our daily
doesn’t take away the fact
needs, yet with a questioning
that they were stressful, tirheart, a seeking heart, an
ing and hurtful experiences.
unsettled heart.
Divided? I am in the throes
The last few weeks have
of planning several visits to
been...can’t quite find the
the U.S. this fall to supportive
right word to use. Tiring?
and prospective churches,
Victor was gone 14 out of the which means LOTS of time
last 28 days! Challenging? I on email coordinating schedhaven’t figured out which is
ules and time on the commore difficult -raising three
puter preparing fliers, pamtoddler/preschoolers (Ruth
phlets, videos and presentaand Ana are both 2 now!) or
tions. I am so looking forraising three teenage daugh- ward to these trips and love
ters! Rewarding? The Monthe time I spend doing createrrey crusade was increditive work on the computer
ble! I am not sure what hap- (writing, designing, etc.), but
pened, but there has been a it also means time taken
notable positive change in
away from the kids as I preFidel. He is much more joypare to be away from them
ful and openly affectionate
when I travel. Ugh! I literally

feel tugged in two very worthy directions at once!
We are fully convinced that
our “struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly
realms.” (Ephesians 6:12)
In short—Satan is MAD! Literally hundreds of individuals
accepted Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior during
the crusade in Monterrey.
We are raising nine children
in the love and word of God,
six of whom Satan had tight
in his grasp when they lived
in gang-infested neighborhoods, alcoholic homes and
villages full of witchcraft. By
the grace of God, we are
planning trips this fall that,
Lord willing, will serve to encourage Christians across
the eastern and central part
of the U.S to continue playing
an active role in His work
here in Mexico so that Fishers of Men can continue to
grow so
Continued on page 7
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O N MY WAY TO T H E U . S .!
The first plane ticket is
church is not on the
purchased and plans
current schedule and
are well underway for
you would like me to
me (Julie) to make sevvisit your pastor, miseral trips to the U.S.
sion committee or conthroughout this fall in
gregation, please let me
order to visit supporting know and we will do
and prospective
everything possible to
churches and individumake that happen.
als. Since the
children’s paper“And one thing more: Prepare a
work situation is
guest room for me, because I hope
rather uncertain
to be restored to you in answer to
right now, we felt
your prayers.” Philemon 22
that at least I,
Julie, should
I covet your prayers as I
make the more than
prepare for these trips.
long overdue visits in
• Please pray for wisorder to personally give
dom in continued
•
thanks to those of you
efforts to schedule
who have so generously
as many visits in a
supported Fishers of
short amount of
Men and to actively
time as possible
seek new churches and
and that the Lord
individuals to support
would open the
Fishers of Men as it
doors that He sees
continues to grow.
fit to open.
I hope to see, thank and
• Please pray as I pre•
hug as many of you as
pare promotional
is possible throughout
materials such as
this fall! I would love to
pamphlets, photo
see you if you live near
albums, presentaany of the churches and
tions, DVD’s, etc.—
communities that I will
for time to prepare
be visiting! If your

each of these items;
that Victor and the
children can be patient while Mom has
lots of work to do;
for creativity; and
that all that is written/prepared be in
accordance with
God’s will and Word.

U.S. Visit
Schedule
September 4-9
Ohio and Michigan
Mayfair Plymouth

•

Congregational
Christian Church,

Please pray for
Victor and the children as they stay
behind– for wisdom,
patience, understanding and that
they can enjoy each
other!
•

Pray that the visits
would be fruitful in
all aspects—
spiritually, emotionally and in increasing prayer, participation and financial
support of Fishers
of Men.
Above all, pray that
Jesus Christ would
be glorified through
it ALL!

Toledo OH
Summerfield Baptist

•

Church, Petersburg, MI
Prospective churches

•

September 27October 2
Wisconsin and Iowa
First Reformed Church

•

of Randolph, WI
Community Bible

•

Church, Strawberry
Point, IA

November 1-4
Pennsylvania
•

Blooming Glen
Mennonite Church

November 20-25
Indiana
•

Shiloh Christian Church

•

Fulton Baptist Church

•

Prospective churches
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Page 3

JULY 2008

I N T R O D U C I N G T H E M A R S H A L L FA M I LY !
We are so excited to introduce you to the Marshall
family, who hope to arrive
at Refuge Ranch in the fall
of 2009 to minister fulltime! I will let Lucy express
in her own words the journey on which the Lord has
taken them.
The Journey
Four years ago, we began a
journey… a journey that
started in Mexico. At that
time, God was working in
our lives to get us to grow
closer to Him. Neither of
us could have suspected,
at that time, what God was
going to call us to do.
While in Mexico, we fell in
love with the people and
what God was doing at Refuge Ranch through Victor

and Julie.
Within the next
year, Mark was headed
back to college to earn a
degree in Bible and Ministry. Two years ago, we
went again to Mexico, but
this time we took our children, Aaron and Joanna.
We both knew we wanted
to see their reactions to
Mexico and Refuge
Ranch.

Julie now have nine children. Refuge Ranch has
clearly continued to be
blessed by the hand of
God. We feel at home
there because God has
called us there.

Now it is time for
our response. We could
say, “NO.” We could accept a charge with a small
country church with Mark
preaching, Lucy singing,
and the kids making new
When we returned
friends at a new school.
home, we talked about our
That might be a good
future, and what God
thing. After all, we would
wanted for our family. We
still be sharing the Gospel
both felt the call to join the
of Christ, but “good” is not
Fishers of Men team in
always “right.”
Mexico. Then Joanna
asked, “What if God is callGod is calling us to
ing our family to Mexico?” Fishers of Men, and no
matter how hard that road
Again this sumis going to be to travel, we
mer, we returned to Refwant to go. In fact, we are
uge Ranch. Victor and
anxious to see what He

(L to R) Aaron, Mark, Lucy
and Joanna Marshall

has in store for us.
So now we are at a
point where we need
prayers—lots of them! We
know you’ll have lots of
questions. We do too!
That is why we need
prayers sent up for us.
When do we go? What do
we do with our “stuff?”
Our dog? Our cat? Where
will we live? How long are
we being called to stay?
We do not have all the answers yet. But that is OK,
because we know God is
in control.

Detailed Schedule of Ohio/Michigan Visit:
Thursday, September 4
Say goodbye to Victor and the kids  and fly to Detroit ☺
Friday, September 5
Spend time with my parents, brother Dan, sister-in-law Teri and meet my one year old nephew Casey!
Saturday, September 6
10:30 a.m. Fishers of Men Advisory Board Meeting—Mayfair Plymouth Church, 5253 Bennett Rd., Toledo, OH
6:30 p.m. Presentation and reception—Mayfair Plymouth Church, Toledo, OH (All are welcome!)
Sunday, September 7
9:30 a.m. / 11:00 a.m. Mayfair Plymouth Church worship services and Sunday school presentations
6:30 p.m. Presentation at Summerfield Baptist Church, 16010 Railroad St., Petersburg, MI (All are welcome!)
Monday, September 8
Appointments with prospective church pastors and leaders in Toledo area
Tuesday, September 9
Fly home to Mexico!

More Refuge Ranch Team News
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VICTOR AND JULIE
The key word to describe Victor and my
10th anniversary trip to
Cancun is:
“uninterrupted”
- uninterrupted conversations, reading an entire book, eating an entire meal sitting down,
sleeping the whole night
through, lingering over

an ice cream cone, long
walks on the beach and
more uninterrupted conversation! It was wonderful to simply enjoy
being in one another’s
company without the
pressing needs of the
children and ministry
tugging at us. Thank
you for your prayers!

Uninterrupted togetherness!

ASHLEIGH’S ANNOTATIONS

Psalm 91:1 “He who dwells

Ana on the tire
swing that Fidel
made.

in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty.” God has been
teaching me how to apply this
verse in a deeper way this last
month while I have been
home. I was anticipating
sweet fellowship with other
believers, spiritual encouragement, and a time of rest while
I was in Ohio. God had other
plans. My family has had several trials since I have been

home. These range from trips
to the ER, major vehicle problems, appliances dying, and
conflict with close friends, to
name a few. During this I have
been hearing a small voice
asking me, "Are you dwelling
in the shelter of the Most High
so you can rest in the shadow
of the Almighty?". My heart
cries out in response, "Lord, I
don't know how! Will you show
me? Please? This seems so
overwhelming and I want noth-

ing more then to say that I am
resting in the shadow of the
Almighty." I can attest that He
has been faithful and He is
teaching me this lesson.
Granted, I am slow in the Lord's
classroom, but He is ever so
patient. He wants to glorify
Himself in our lives if we will
but let Him. That is my prayer,
that God will be glorified! Thank
you for the prayers that I know
will be lifted heavenward on
behalf of my family.

C I R I N O A N D FA M I LY

PATI A ND JOCE

May the joy and peace of
the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. I share with you
that working on the mission field is something
very surprising—believing
in something you can’t see
and then seeing the advancements made. I have
no doubts that God is
REAL! Satan is always telling me that this isn’t the

It has been exciting to
watch Pati grow in the
Lord as she participates
in our weekly discipleship
Bible studies—to hear her
tell about what she is
learning as she does personal devotions on her
own each evening! Her
increased time in the
Lord has resulted in a

place for me; get out of
here; argue; fight; feel dissatisfied. But I have declared war against him
and I’m not leaving this
place because the One in
whom I have believed is
stronger than him (Satan).
My God is real! Please
pray that together we can
win the victory. Thank
you! ~ Cirino

peaceful spirit that surrounds her that has
been a blessing during
these last few rather
turbulent weeks.
(Besides that, she regularly treats me to my
own can of Coke—a secret vice of mine–when
she comes home from
market!) Thanks, Pati!
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SPECIAL VISITORS BLESS REFUGE RANCH
July started out with some of our favorite visitors—Grandpa and Grandma
Claassen (Julie’s parents). They
came to help “hold down the fort”,
along with Ashleigh and Katie, while
Victor and I traveled to Cancun. We
enjoyed an
afternoon at
a local pool
while they
were here.
Our lives were then blessed by the
presence of Julie’s Aunt and Uncle,
Tom and Joan Strauss, from Community Bible Church in Strawberry Point,
Iowa, for ten days while Victor led the
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade
to Monterrey. They, along with Katie
Woodward, here from Toledo, Ohio for
a month of service, ministered to the
children, and myself, in numerous

ways. Aunt Joan spent the majority of her
time giving piano lesson, after piano lesson, after piano lesson. She must have
the magic touch because
the kids always came out
of their piano lessons
beaming! (Not exactly their
reaction when I give them
lessons!) When she wasn’t
at the piano, she was at
the sewing machine sewing beautiful curtains for the east hallway window and
sewing tie-back rings on all of the curtain
tie-backs. Uncle Tom got groans and then
grins as he taught the kids square dancing lessons each afternoon! When he
wasn’t doseydoeing, (how do
you spell that?),
he was sorting
medicines used

on the crusades. Katie continued
with her sweet servant spirit, lending
a hand wherever she was needed—
sweeping, playing soccer, changing
diapers, or registering books in the
computer. Katie and Tom also installed the laminate flooring in
our office. Katie then put together Victor
and my desks and got the office in
order. Last month I was using a wire
shelf as my desk in an office with a
concrete floor. Now I am sitting at a
beautiful wooden desk situated on a
gorgeous wooden floor, surrounded
by our familiar wall hangings and
looking out over God’s spectacular
scenery! Praise God! Thank you to
each one of you for being a blessing!

YAHWEH RAFA — GOD HEALS
One of the dreams that God planted in Victor’s heart years ago was the founding of a Christian hospital that could minister to the
needs of the poverty-stricken population, healing both their bodies and souls, and also help meet the needs of Mexican pastors
and missionaries who, so very often, don’t have the financial resources needed to attend to their health needs properly. The
Lord is beginning to bring these dreams to fruition through the efforts of Dr. Escamilla, a retired Mexican military Colonel who
volunteers as medical director on the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and attends to our family here at Refuge Ranch. A
recent meeting with a group of local pastors from the outskirts of Mexico City resulted in the donation of a 22 acre piece of land
in the community of Chalco, about 45 minutes from Refuge Ranch on the fringes of Mexico City! Praise the Lord for His provision! Dr. Escamilla has started a Mexican non-profit organization called Yahweh Rafa (God heals in Hebrew) that will spearhead
the building and organization of the hospital, in partnership with Fishers of Men. However, the vision doesn’t end there. Besides
being a fully functional hospital, the campus will include a Christian medical missionary school in order to train future doctors,
nurses, dentists and other medical personnel. The training will include both the necessary medical knowledge coupled with
theological training that will equip them to serve as medical missionaries on the mission field around the world. The doctors who
work at the hospital will take turns attending to the hospital and medical school and traveling with the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade. Medical school graduates can continue to work with Yahweh Rafa and Fishers of Men by starting satellite medical
clinics in the remote and poorest regions of Mexico as a way to minister to the physical needs of a desperate population while
spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ and starting new churches. While this may seem a dream much too large to become
reality, we know that our God specializes in the impossible! He has already revealed his approval through the donation of the
land for the hospital and also by the fact that many of the doctors who volunteer with the crusades currently teach in secular
universities or have previous teaching experience! We have seen mountains move, so we can certainly see hospitals built!

JULY 2008

EMMC Highlights

Page 6

MONTERREY CRUSADE HIGHLIGHTS
More than 30 Fishers of
Men volunteer team members made the 12+ hour
trek to northern Mexico,
traveling, in our
two fifteen passenger vans
and the repaired cab and
a half pick-up
truck, in order
to carry the
Good News of Jesus Christ
to the people in the desert
region surrounding the city
of Monterrey.

The team, with members
from both the U.S. and
Mexico, worked as one
body, each member acting
in accordance
with his or
her gifts
and abilities. Doctors,
cooks,
nurses, clowns, paramedics, hairstylists, Christians
gifted in evangelism, pharmacy volunteers, those
who work carrying chairs,

tables and extension
cords, dentists, translators and lab personnel
worked together to bring
the hope of
Jesus Christ
to a dying
people! By
the grace of
God, and
the combined efforts of each team member and the local church,
over 230 individuals received Christ as their personal Lord and Savior!

Eighty of these new believers were from the same
village of only 300 residents!
The local
pastor was
renewed in
his call to
serve this
community
and is excited about discipling
these new believers!
Please pray for Pastor
Juan Miguel and the new
believers!

PAUL AND LUKE AND FISHERS OF MEN
The New Testament
teaches us that Luke, Jesus’ disciple and author
of more than one-fourth
of the New Testament,
was a physician. Both his
and Paul’s writings reveal
that Luke accompanied
Paul, the evangelist, on
several of his missionary
journeys. It is not beyond
comprehension that, in
some instances, Paul
prayed for healing, and in
other instances, Luke
used his earthly knowledge of the human body
and medicine to produce
healing. If you could accompany Fishers of Men

on an Evangelistic MediMonterrey experienced
cal Mission Crusade, it
God’s power firsthand
could feel reminiscent of
through the prayers of His
those moments lived in
servants. One woman arthe primitive
rived at the
“Is
any
one
of
you
sick?
He
church.
crusade
should call the elders of the suffering
While we are church to pray over him and
from probcareful not to anoint him with oil in the
lems with
promote an
name of the Lord. And the
her knees,
emotional
prayer offered in faith will
make the sick person well; which preshow or
vented her
“miracles on the Lord will raise him up.
from walkdemand”, we If he has sinned, he will be
forgiven.” James 5:14-15 ing. Several
do believe in
team memthe power of
bers prayed
God and His
for her. She
ability to heal as a result
now walks each week to
of prayer, just as He
attend the local church in
teaches us in the Bible.
Monterrey! Another man
Several individuals in

came on Tuesday afternoon
complaining of kidney pain.
He was prayed for by several team members and
returned on Saturday night
during the closing service to
give testimony of the healing that the Lord had
granted him, resulting in a
pain free week! One mother
left the crusade filled with
hope as her paralytic son
began to move his feet for
the first time! Praise God
for His power and for His
grace in using such small
and weak instruments as
us. We can only be great
because He is great!
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Continued from page 1

that thousands can come to the know the Lord through future Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and dozens of children can come to know and love the Lord through their new family here at Refuge Ranch.
Satan is NOT going to sit by and applaud while all this happens and, while he knows that the war was won with
Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection, he certainly does his best to win as many battles as he still can! We
request, covet, and beg for your urgent and fervent prayers on our behalf—for wisdom, discernment, true and unconditional love, unity, joy, peace, and patience.
Yesterday’s visit to our lawyer added to our unsettledness, and to our prayer request list! You know that we have
been working on getting all the necessary paperwork for each of the kids in order to make it possible for us to travel
to the U.S. as a family. To be very honest, the dream to travel as a family to the U.S. was my idea, of which Victor has
been very supportive, but had not felt convicted that it was the Lord’s will. In our ten years of marriage, when the
Lord moves us to do something there is complete unity among us as a couple, and a very real sense of peace. We
are now trying to discern whether getting the children’s documents is truly God’s will and either Satan is making
things extremely difficult or the Lord is testing our faith and determination; or whether we have been living out Proverbs 16:9 that says, “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.” Was this a course that
I had set in my heart, but the Lord is determining our steps by all of the obstacles that He has placed in our way? We
may be missionaries, but we haven’t figured out a surefire way to know which is which—Satan making things difficult,
in which instance we must continue fighting the good fight, or the Lord revealing that we are not acting in accordance
with His will?
We spoke to the lawyer yesterday and the family court judge granted legal guardianship of Fidel to the local Family
and Social Service agency, rather than to Victor! This was certainly not the decision we had hoped for! He granted
informal guardianship to Victor, so Fidel is in no danger of being removed from our home, nor any of the other children, but informal guardianship does not allow Victor to file for Fidel’s passport, which is why we wanted legal guardianship. The lawyer explained that the law does allow for the judge to award legal guardianship to a private individual,
like Victor, but that this judge has never ever seen a case like ours and so is unfamiliar with what the law allows him
to do. Therefore, our lawyer wants to file an appeal of the decision to the magistrates—a level higher than the local
judge. If the magistrates reverse the judge’s decision, that could open the door for the judge to easily grant us the
legal guardianship of all the other children, and those who arrive in the future, because the magistrates’ decision
would set a precedent for him to follow. If the magistrates uphold the judge’s decision, then we would have to appeal
to the next level of the judicial branch. Our lawyer even mentioned the possibility of appealing the decision until we
get to the Supreme Court of the nation! I have always felt that the Lord is going to mercifully use Fishers of Men to
radically transform this nation, but is this how He wants to do it? In our conversation with the lawyer, we discovered
that at the age of 16 each child can petition the court to assign them the legal guardian of their choice and that the
judge has to honor the child’s choice of a legal guardian. Therefore, as each of our children turn 16 they can go to
court, request that we be assigned as their legal guardians and then we can get their passports and request visas
from the U.S. embassy. For Angie, that means a one year wait. For Ana, that means 14 years of waiting! Our time
with the lawyer ended by discussing the financial terms of his working on our behalf for each of the children. Fighting
to get legal guardianship for each child is going to cost between $2000 and $2500 U.S. dollars per child! If this is
God’s will, He will take care of the financial side—convincing the lawyer to not charge us, providing the donors, etc. (If
Jesus could make money appear in the fish’s mouth to pay his and Peter’s taxes, then maybe a burro will show up
with its knapsack loaded with hundred dollar bills!) However, if this is not His will then it is money completely wasted!
So, there is only one question to answer! Is it God’s will that we continue to fight for the children’s

Continued on page 8

Visit us on the web!
fishersofmenmexico.org

TO CONTACT US

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting the
basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the
integral transformation of that person.

fishersofmen2@hotmail.com
In the U.S.:
4116 Saint Anthony Rd.
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392
In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México
C.P. 56880
To call from U.S.:
011-52-597-109-2002
Fishers of Men is an independent organization fully-funded
by individual churches and donors. If you would like more
information about how you can be a part of Fishers of Men
through your financial giving, praying for the ministry,
participating in an Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade or
on a construction mission to Refuge Ranch, please contact
us. All contributions are tax-deductible.
Continued from page 6

legal
guardianship? The main
reason to fight for their
legal guardianship is to
make it possible to get
each of them passports
and visas to be able to
travel to the U.S. Is that
what God desires? Or is
this simply man’s desire?

This mission is carried out through two different facets of
ministry: Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and
Refuge Ranch.

Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are weeklong
crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, children’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek to
meet the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions
throughout Mexico in order to more effectively address the
spiritual needs of the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ
is shared individually with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works closely with local churches and
missionaries to ensure the follow-up and discipleship of the
new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and
Julie, for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian
family, the children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary to become all that God wants them to be.

The lawyer has five days to
appeal the judge’s decision. We have agreed to
allow him to file the appeal
(by next Thursday). The
magistrates are expected
to take about two months
to make their decision. We
are praying that the Lord
reveal His will through the
magistrates’ decision. If
Although I so want to travel
the magistrates revoke the
together to the U.S., if it is
judge’s decision and grant
not the Lord’s will, as much
legal guardianship to Vicas my human heart desires
tor, then we will take that
it, I don’t want it to happen.
as a sign from the Lord to
I know that Jesus loves me
continue the fight for the
and His plans for my life
children’s papers and trust
are always the best,
Him for the finances and
whether they appear to be
the timing. If the magisthat to me or not.

trates uphold the judge’s
decision, then we will take
that as a sign from the
Lord to stop the fight for
the kids’ paperwork and
allow each of them to petition the court at the age of
16 to have us named as
their legal guardians.
Up to now, we have asked
you to pray that the children’s paperwork be
granted. We are no longer
asking you to pray that.
Please pray that the Lord
would reveal His will to us
in an obvious way through
the magistrates’ decision.
We want only to do His will,
for there is no other way to

live! But, we need to know
what His will is!
We know that the Lord
speaks through His Word,
through our circumstances
and through His people! We
commit ourselves to be in
His Word and to pray that
we would be sensitive to His
voice. We pray for discernment to hear Him speak
through our circumstances.
We are more than willing to
hear your thoughts, concerns and observations and
pray that the Lord may also
speak through you.
Lord, may Your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven!

