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In this newsletter you are
going to have the opportunity to meet lots of new people. These are people who
make Fishers of Men what it
is, from our board president
to crusade volunteers, from
Refuge Ranch staff to work
groups, from college students to a little girl who may
become our next daughter.
While the Lord planted the
seeds in Victor and my
hearts many years ago for
what He is now bringing to
fruition, His specific call to
begin Fishers of Men came
to us on the same day in the
fall of 2002. At that time it
was just Victor and I and our

Lord. Obviously my parents
were our first enthusiastic
supporters, and the Lord
has continued to bring people to Fishers of Men since
then—including you! It has
been humbling and exciting
to see the way the Lord has
passed on the passion for
His work through Fishers of
Men. It has been exciting to
see people being added to
our mailing list and work
groups coming to Refuge
Ranch and on crusades. It
has been humbling watching
Ashleigh leave her family for
two years to serve the Lord
here; watching Rosa leave
behind her business, children and grandchildren (see

p. 3) and now preparing for
the Marshall family to sell
their home and move to
Mexico to follow God’s call
on their lives. One thing is
to follow God’s call on our
own lives and enjoy the
blessings/suffer the consequences for that, but it is
quite another to drag along
others with you! It is another opportunity to trust in
the Lord—not only for ourselves, but also for the ones
that He has called to minister along our side.

God has a purpose for each
one of our lives.

and persevering rejection
letter after rejection letter.
After having several other
books published, this is his
first novel. Besides being a
great read and being written
by my father, 45% of the
proceeds go to Fishers of
Men. So, check it out! Kathryn’s Fountain is available
on amazon.com.

So, enjoy this glimpse at the
people who make up Fishers
of Men—and maybe you will
catch a glimpse of yourself!

A GOOD READ!
An elderly woman sits alone
in an assisted living facility
wondering if her life has any
purpose anymore. An afternoon session sitting by
the fountain in the patio
changes all of that.
Extraordinary, incredible
things happen during
her time at the fountain
that remind her that

Besides being a great read, I
highly recommend the book
because my father, David J.
Claassen, is the author!
(OK, so that was written with
some daughterly pride!)
Dad has been writing books
as long as I can remember

JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Page 2

MEET OUR BOARD PRESIDENT
“You may not see it,
Joe Ballmer serves not only
as the Fishers of Men board
president, but also as the
architect for the main house
project at Refuge Ranch.
He was introduced to Fishers of Men as a member of
Mayfair Plymouth Church,
Julie’s home church. He is
married and has one daughter and two grandsons who
keep him quite busy. He is
currently employed at an
architectural firm who does

overseas work for the U.S.
Department of Defense.

Joe and Fidel drawing plans for
a sandcastle the week before
our family went on vacation.

Joe made a trip to Refuge
Ranch last winter as we formalized plans for the contin-

ued construction of the basement and, upon his return to
the U.S. wrote us an email
where he expressed his feelings about working with Fishers of Men and his desire to
help “stoke the fires in the
U.S. to build this ministry.”
We are thankful for Joe’s
leadership as we become an
official 501( c ) 3 organization and seek to grow in accordance with the Lord’s will.

given your daily
proximity, but I notice
among the children a
healthy adjustment to
life on the ranch. By
outward appearances,
a stranger might
never know that some
of your children have
been delivered from
the Pit of Hell by your
work and God’s hand.

FRIENDS OF FISHERS OF MEN—A PLACE FOR YOU!
You will be reading in this
newsletter about all kinds of
people that the Lord has
brought together to make
Fishers of Men what it is.
One of those people is
….YOU!
Since we began the process
to become our own nonprofit organization, rather
than operating under the
umbrella of my home
church, we had to form an
official board of directors.
(Learn more about our
Board President, Joe
Ballmer, at the top of this
page.) However, we felt the
need to have a venue in
which those who are passionate about Fishers of
Men could come together
and get more of the “inside
scoop” of what is going on

in the ministry and have the (looking for buses for cruopportunity to support the
sades on the internet, invesministry through participatigating health insurance
tion and promotion stateoptions, etc.) and discussing
side. Hence, the group
ways to help promote Fishcalled
ers of
Friends of
Men.
Next Friends of Fishers
Fishers of
of Men meeting:
For those
Men.
of you who
Saturday, May 16, 2009
This informal
live within
10:00 a.m.
group meets
driving
Mayfair Plymouth
quarterly at
distance
Congregational
Mayfair Plyof Toledo,
Christian Church
mouth ConOH, I
5253 Bennett Rd.
gregational
would like
Church in
to extend
Toledo, OH
Toledo, Ohio
an
invitaMore Information:
and spends a
tion to
(734) 206-2392
few hours
YOU to
together learning about the
come to the next Friends of
latest happenings in the
Fishers of Men meeting. For
ministry, finding out ways in the rest of us, let’s explore
which they can participate
video conferencing.! Thanks
in the ministry stateside
to the wonders of internet, I

God is awesome.” Joe
Ballmer, president of
the Fishers of Men
board, in an email
written after his most
recent trip to Refuge
Ranch
actually participated in the last
Friends of Fishers of Men
meeting from my office here in
Mexico!
The next Friends of Fishers of
Men meeting should be very
exciting because, Lord willing,
Victor will be in the U.S., and at
the meeting, with a team of
volunteers from Mexico working on the Yahweh Rafa hospital project, including the lead
architect and the lead physician. Be a part of this exciting
adventure!
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MEET OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBER: ROSA THE COOK
After knowing Rosa for many
years, she has come on staff
at Refuge Ranch full-time as
cook. (Pati remains in
charge of the laundry and
shopping.) Rosa met Victor
when he first became a
Christian and watched him
grow in the Lord and go off to
seminary. Victor and I ate
regularly at her restaurant
when we first met, and Victor
was a poor seminary student,

because she never charged
us! She has been the volunteer cook on the Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades
since they first began and can
do miracles when cooking for
large groups of people, even
without a stove! Rosa was
divorced before becoming a
Christian and has two grown
daughters and four grandchildren. When asked what she
most enjoys about Fishers of

Men, Rosa responded:
“Serving others. I just love
cooking for and serving food
to others.” Besides her great
food, we
enjoy her
love and
wisdom
and her
thrifty
nature in
feeding
all of us.

Rosa (above) cooking
over a fire on a crusade
and (left) shredding
cheese with Martha for
quesadillas at
Refuge Ranch.

LOST TIME REGAINED IN CANCUN
In Mexico, when a girl turns
15 years old she celebrates
what is called her
“quinceñeara”, a big, weddingtype celebration, complete
with an expensive
dress, attendants,
cake, a large meal,
etc., as a right-ofpassage into adulthood. Angie, our
eldest daughter, turned 15
last summer and we gave her
the option of a traditional
quinceñeara celebration or a
trip with Mom. She choose

the trip! (One of the great
perks to being a Mom!) Angie and I enjoyed four days
and three nights, just the two
of us, in Cancun several
weeks ago. We
had a great
time on the
beach, in the
pool, shopping
just about until
we dropped, eating at a fancy
restaurant, taking a ferry to
Cozumel to go snorkeling and
watching all three High
School Musical movies in one

night (10 p.m.—3 a.m.)! Angie
enjoyed having Mom all to
herself and knowing that each
time she spoke to me she had
all of my attention, rather than
having to compete with her
younger siblings
for Mom’s listening ear. For me,
this was a precious, precious time as Angie
became our daughter when
she was already 10 years old.
As she laid her head on my
shoulder during her first plane

ride and on the ferry; as we
spent time chatting about
nothing in particular; as I
taught her about valet parking and all that silverware at
a fancy restaurant, I felt like
we were making
up for lost time.
Those four days
were the embodiment and the beginning
of the answer to the prayer
for our children that comes
from Joel 2:25, “I will restore to you the years that
the locust have eaten.”

FAMILY NEWS
•

ary 2. We praise the Lord for
the nearly five years he has
given with us.

•

been with us.

Martha turned 11 on Febru-

Martita turned 14 on February 11. We thank the Lord
for the year that she has

•

venture to continue healing
past hurts in the children’s
lives and help us to become
the family that God wants
us to be.

We have begun family
counseling at a Christian
counseling center about an
hour and a half from our
home. We are excited that
the Lord will use new ad-

•

We may be receiving a new
daughter in the next few

weeks. Paola is 11 years old
(or so) and was abandoned
when she was 18 months
old. Now the woman who
raised her from that time on
“can’t stand her” anymore
and wants to give her away.
Keep this in your prayers!
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A FEW NEW FRIENDS
The beginning of the year
brought two new friends to
Refuge Ranch.

those 10 days were just the
beginning! Zach will be
spending this summer at Refuge Ranch, taking charge of
the kids’ physical fitness,
helping
with construction
and developing a
Fishers of
Men blog.

Zach Gerber, a college student and a family friend of
Ashleigh’s, spent
10 days at Refuge
Ranch. He did
sports clinics with
the kids, teaching
them basketball,
volleyball, soccer
Zach playing sports with the kids.
and baseball.
The Lord
What is so exciting is that
also sent Binger Show our

way and blessed our lives
pray about the decision, he
through him. We
simply did not feel God
had been praying
calling him to Refuge
for a full—time conRanch, which is absostruction foreman
lutely essential in order
to oversee and
to be effective. We
coordinate work
miss him, but the Lord
groups this year
has given us the grace
and Binger filled all
and provided the right
of our expectapeople on the work
Binger helping
tions. However,
teams so far this year
prepare the form
after spending
to pour a concrete to keep things running
pad for the cow smoothly.
several days here
shelter.
and going home to

WORK GROUP BLESSINGS
We have been blessed by
the love and hard work of
two work groups so far this
year.
Blooming Glen Mennonite
Church, from Pennsylvania,
in cooperation with Christopher Dock Mennonite High
School, sent a team of high
school seniors and their

dow frames look like matching
red brick. Besides transforming our cows’ living situation
and the looks of our house, we
know that their lives and ours
were also transformed. That is
the beauty of the body of
Christ. While the physical labor
accomplished by a work team
is vital to the ministry, the emotional, social and spiritual impact that the team has on
the kids’ lives is even more
important.

BEFORE

chaperones. In one week,
they poured a cement pad
for our cows, to get them
out of the mud during rainy
season, and repainted the
entire outside of the house,
including making the win-

come along. That results in
a transformed landscape
here at Refuge Ranch. This
year was no different! Take
a glimpse!
The second work team was
from Upper Deer Creek
church in Indiana. This
team was unique in that
neither Victor nor I had ever
been in this church, nor had
we met anybody from this
church. The were connected
to Fishers of Men by another
couple passionate about
what God is doing here in
Mexico, Dale and Emy
Bridge, also from Indiana.
AFTER

An added benefit to teams
from Blooming Glen is that
Dave and his machines

That kind of networking is
soooo exciting! This team cut
and bent literally tons of rebar and poured literally tons
of cement for the foundation
of the basement extension.
Of course, many other
smaller projects were accomplished also. God’s protection and providence were
displayed when one of the
group members, Mark, cut
his forearm very seriously on
a grinder and required an
emergency trip to the doctor,
stitches and follow-up surgery back in the states. We
praise the Lord for Mark’s,
and the entire team’s, willingness to serve Him and pray
for Mark’s continued and
complete healing. We are
thrilled that the Lord worked
in such
a way
that Upper
Caption
describing
picture or
graphic.

(Continued on page 5)
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EMMC TO SAN LUIS POTOSI—THE DIFFERENCE A TOOTH CAN MAKE
It is incredible the way that
the Lord uses people’s talents to serve Him. At times,
these may be abilities that
the person thought were
useless to the Lord, or abilities that the Lord had naturally given them long before
being a Christian. Such was
the case for Mariela. Before
becoming a Christian, she
had been trained in making
dental prosthetics—fake
teeth on a retainer-like apparatus. Mariela is now a
Christian and has been participating in Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades
with Fishers of Men for

about two years. She has always volunteered in the reception area, receiving patients
and taking down their personal
information. However, just recently, she purchased the
equipment needed to do dental
prosthetics on the crusades
and the results have been
amazing!
At times, the Lord heals spiritually and then physically, such
as in the case of the paralytic
man in the Bible whose friends
lowered him through the roof in
order to see Jesus. On other
occasions, the Lord heals
physically and then spiritually,
such as in the case of the

2) The teeth have
been pulled.

1) The rotten
teeth

grateful leper. In some instances, the physical healing
provided by Jesus through
the Fishers of Men team,
rather than serving as a tool
to evangelize, serves as an
instrument of blessing to
Christian believers who experience Christ’s presence
and faithfulness in their lives
through the medical intervention.
On the most recent crusade,
a Christian woman shared
her testimony with Mariela
after receiving her new teeth.
She knew that several of her
teeth were rotting, but did
not have the money to get

them pulled out, much less
have false teeth made. She
prayed and asked the Lord to
find a way to give her new
teeth. Shortly after that, the
Fishers of Men team showed
up in her town and the Lord
answered her prayer for new
teeth! What a privilege to be
God’s instrument to answer
his people’s prayers!
Follow along as we watch the
transformation below! This
entire process is carried out
by the Fishers of Men volunteers on-site during an Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade.

4) Working on the
new teeth

6) The new teeth
in place

5) Mariela with
the new set of
teeth.

3) Taking an
impression
(Continued from page 4)

Deer Creek church has decided to send another team back to Refuge Ranch in July of this year!

Upper Deer Creek
Church work team
memories.

Due to the effort of these work groups, and Cirino’s continued
work, progress on the basement extension continues to
move forward. We hope to have the basement completely enclosed, and some of the finishing work done, by
this fall, when Mark, Lucy, Aaron and Joanna Marshall will
be moving to Refuge Ranch as new full-time staff missionaries.

We’re on the web!
fishersofmenmexico.org
fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com

FISHERS OF MEN
In the U.S.
4116 Saint Anthony Rd.
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392
In Mexico
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. De México
C.P. 56880
To call from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2002

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting the basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the integral
transformation of that person.
This mission is carried out through two different facets of ministry: Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and Refuge
Ranch.
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are weeklong
crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, children’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek to
meet the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions
throughout Mexico in order to more effectively address the
spiritual needs of the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ
is shared individually with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works closely with local churches and
missionaries to ensure the follow-up and discipleship of the
new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and
Julie, for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian
family, the children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary to become all that God wants them to be.

RECYCLING SOULS

SPECIAL PRAYER

REQUESTS

While the Upper Deer Creek
group was here we had an
exciting Sunday of ministry
at a garbage dump in Mexico City. After Victor got permission from the head of
the local mafia the week
before, we were cleared to
enter two of the dump areas. Upon arrival, those
who stand at the gate of the
second site hadn’t been
informed of our arrival, so
we concentrated our efforts
on the first site. A group of
three young Mexican adults,
who dress up in different
animal costumes, performed several short skits
and songs to help grab the
kids’ attention and gather

them around. Then the Upper Deer Creek group did a
great job of sharing several
Bible stories with the kids as
Julie translated. Approximately 30 children prayed
with Julie to accept the Lord.
You never know how sincere
each of these decisions are
or which ones will bear fruit,
but that is the Lord’s department. We are simply called
to plant the seed.
We will continue to
walk through the ministry doors opened that
day on March 27-29
as we carry out an
Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusade in the

dump. We then, Lord willing,
will begin a more formal ministry to the dump on a regular
basis, using Fishers of Men
volunteers, which will include
a children’s club. People who
live in the dump make their
living by recycling—gathering
trash they find in the dump
and reselling it. Therefore, the
name for the Fishers of Men
ministry activities in the dump
is “Recycling Souls.”

•

Cirino and Yazmin’s
marriage is going
through some very rough
times—please pray for its
restoration

•

Our family has begun
Christian counseling in
order to help the children
overcome their past and
integrate ourselves as a
family—please pray that
the counseling is fruitful

