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an informational newsletter highlighting the ministry activities of Fishers of Men and the Victor and Julie Zaragoza family
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Greetings in this new year! We give all the honor and
glory to God for 2007 and praise Him for His presence and provision in our lives and ministry! Thank
you for your prayers, financial support and participation throughout 2007 that made a difference in the
lives of so many people, from the children of Refuge
Ranch to the people of remote villages throughout
Mexico. We trust that your involvement with Fishers
of Men in 2007 blessed your lives, just as our lives
have been blessed by you!
We are VERY excited about 2008 and have felt for
several months that it is going to be a pivotal year for
Fishers of Men! We hope you will be a part of this
historical year, not just for the sake of Fishers of
Men, but for our Lord Jesus Christ as His return
draws nearer and nearer. We must “work for the
night is coming”! May we each be found doing His
will in His way when Christ comes back to take us
home!
As for Fishers of Men, we request your prayers as we
seek to become our own non-profit organization this
year (501 (c)3) and seek to reorganize and formalize
our board in the U.S. in order to make the entire organization more effective in reaching people for
Christ and more responsible in that endeavor.

As for the Evangelistic Medical Missions Crusades,
we have received more invitations this year than any
A waterfall at a campother
year since the Lord brought us to Mexico in
ground we camped at
2003. Please pray for the provision of the necessary
recently.
finances and volunteer personnel to carry out each of
these crusades. Please also pray as we seek this year
to work more effectively with the local pastors and
missionaries in order to ensure a more consistent and
effective follow-up with those who have made decisions for Christ during the Crusade. This means the
purchase and distribution of more Bibles, as well as
beginning discipleship Bible studies. This also means
more consistent communication between Victor and
the local pastor/missionary. (This may seem like an
The kids performing a Christ- obvious goal, but here in Mexico communication is a
mas play at church.
challenge all in itself.!) Finally, we have the dream of

hosting our first “Renewed to Serve” conference in
which we would host all the local pastors and missionaries, and their families, with whom we have worked
throughout 2008 for a five day conference in order to
help them be renewed in their call to serve Christ,
refreshed through time spent with their family and
encouraged through speakers, times of praise and
worship and free materials. Mexico suffers from a
serious lack of resources in order to encourage and
train pastors and missionaries and we hope to fill
some of that gap, at least for those who have had contact with Fishers of Men throughout the year. This
would be one of the first activities hosted by the Center for Personal and Ministry Development—a new
Cirino
onhope
the new
branch of Fishers of
Menworking
which we
to gradually
begin to grow.
stairwell.
As for Refuge Ranch, we are very excited about finishing up Project: Going Up, the building of a second
story on our home in order to alleviate the serious
crowding problem we currently suffer, by mid-April.
However, WE NEED YOU in order to finish! We
need individuals with electrical, plumbing, carpentry
and tiling experience, as well as other general volunteers and those interested in painting, to participate in
work groups coming to Refuge Ranch throughout
February and March. Please prayerfully consider your
participation in one of these groups! If God says
“Go”, then you better come. Leave the details up to
Him!
We are also hoping to break ground for the next phase
of construction of the main house here at Refuge
Ranch, an extension of the current basement. This
extension will include an enlarged classroom for
homeschooling, housing and kitchen facilities for larger work groups, a workshop, storage for medical
supplies and enlarged laundry facilities.
Please prayerfully read the calendar on page three of
this update! Please pray for wisdom, protection, guidance, and provision, and that, most importantly, Jesus’
name would be exalted by all we do, think and say.
Don’t forget to pray about how God wants you to be
a part of Fishers of Men in 2008!
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Team News
This portion of the newsletter was previously called “Staff
News”. However, after some reflection, I realized that it should
be more accurately called “Body News” because we are the Body
of Christ working together to enlarge the Kingdom of God here
on earth. However, “Body News” sounds a little strange, so I
settled on “Team News”, a modern metaphor for the Body of
Christ—each person working in a unique way with unique talents and abilities, each member no more valuable than the other,
all working towards a common goal. See I Corinthians 12 for a
much more eloquent and Holy Spirit inspired explication by the
Apostle Paul!
If this article is truly to be a “Team News” article it should really
include an update on each and every one of you because you are
VITAL to Fishers of Men! Your prayers provide guidance and
strength as we minister day in and day out, your emails, cards
and calls provide encouragement to keep fighting the good fight
and your giving provides the finances needed to carry out our
Lord’s mission here in Mexico. However, due to space constraints we are unable to do this.  If the Lord permits, we
hope to start a Fishers of Men blog in 2008, which would allow
us to interact more frequently with you, as well as giving you the
opportunity to respond to our communications and even encourage you to interact with other supporters of Fishers of Men!
Now that sounds like a team huddle in the information age!
Cirino and family: We are thankful for Brother Cirino’s commitment to the ministry of Refuge Ranch and his willingness to
use his God-given talents in the area of construction in order to
further that ministry. We are thankful for recent conversations
with him that have strengthened our relationship with one another, both has fellow believers and fellow workers in the harvest.
Hugo: We are excited that Hugo is a part of a Bible Study that
we began this past Friday. For quite some time, Pati, Jasmin
(Cirino’s wife) and a local neighbor have been requesting that we
begin a Bible Study for new believers. This past Friday was our
first study and it was such a joy to help new believers better understand God’s Word! It was especially exciting because the
Bible study group consists of: Jasmin, Pati, Hugo, Luisa (a
neighbor lady), Angie and Diana (our daughters)!
Pati and Jocelin: Day to day life at Refuge Ranch would be
much more difficult without Pati’s service in the area of cooking
and laundry, as well as helping to care for Ana while Julie does
school. Continue to pray for her health and strength.
Ashleigh Weis: You may recall that Ashleigh, a young Christian
single woman from Ohio, spent 7 weeks with us at Refuge
Ranch as she sought out God’s will for her future. We are
VERY glad that the Lord has called her to come to Refuge

Ranch as a new full-time team member! She arrives in Mexico on
March 24 with a group to paint the house, but will then be staying on
full-time for at least two years! Praise the Lord! She has a servant’s
heart and helps out in any way needed—from giving swimming
classes to sorting socks!
Rosa: Rosa, a middle-aged single Christian woman from Mexico City,
has known Victor from the time he became a Christian. She owns
her own restaurant in Mexico City (the site of Victor and my first
“free” dates!) She has felt called by the Lord to close and sell her
restaurant in order to move full-time to Refuge Ranch to be our sole
cook! (Pati would then take care of the laundry, daily cleaning and
help with the smallest children.) Currently, she accompanies Victor
on nearly all of the Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades, closing
her restaurant to do so, in order to cook for the crusade team. We
are all praying that the Lord will show her His perfect timing for her
to move to Refuge Ranch, as she is also seeking to pay off some debts
before doing so in order to not be a burden, but rather a blessing, to
the ministry.
Mariana: Mariana is a college-aged volunteer whose father is a volunteer dentist that accompanies Victor on many of the medical crusades. She is majoring in Special Education and is spending the
month of January, her winter break, here at Refuge Ranch and is a big
blessing as she helps with school, caring for the smallest children and
other helpful tasks.
As the ministry of Fishers of Men and, specifically, here at Refuge
Ranch grows, it requires the growth of our team as well! The growth
of the team requires financial growth in order to support each of the
team members. Here at Fishers of Men we do not require each of
our team members to raise their own support, as in other mission
organizations. We simply ask that each team member be active in
promoting the work of Fishers of Men, of which we are all a part, and
trust that the sharing of the Lord’s work will result in the Lord moving people’s hearts to support the ministry. While each of the team
members, Victor and myself, Cirino, Pati, Hugo, and Ashleigh, receive a “salary”, the ability to pay the salary depends on your generosity and faithfulness. In times of abundance each of us, as well as the
ministry activities, are blessed, and in times of scarcity we all share in
the scarcity. HOWEVER, IT IS MY GREAT JOY TO SHARE
WITH YOU, FOR THE HONOR AND GLORY OF OUR LORD
AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, OWNER OF HEAVEN AND
EARTH, THAT NONE OF THE TEAM MEMBERS HAS EVER
SUFFERED A LACK OF “OUR DAILY BREAD”. THE LORD
HAS FAITHFULLY PROVIDED FOR EACH AND EVERY
ONE OF OUR PERSONAL AND MINISTRY NEEDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS RICHES AND YOUR GENEROSITY
AND OBEDIENCE. WE KNOW THAT HE WILL CONTINUE
TO DO THE SAME, EVEN AS THE FISHERS OF MEN TEAM
CONTINUES TO GROW. TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
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January 12-19: Work group from Blooming Glen Mennonite Church in Pennsylvania at Refuge Ranch
(This is the mother church of the church we attend here in Mexico.) They will be painting the entire exterior of our home,
including the new second story. Lord willing, they will also begin excavation on the next phase of the main house.

January 23-26: EMMC (Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade) to Acumbaro, Michoacán
February 3-17: Work group from First Reformed Church of Randolph Wisconsin at Refuge Ranch

They
will be building the steel trusses for the roof and the room dividers for the second story of our home—Project: Going Up!
Lord willing, they will continue excavation on the next phase of the main house building project.

February 10-April 3: Julie’s second cousin, Jeremy Bach, will be volunteering at Refuge Ranch to help
with the completion of Project: Going Up! and the continued excavation of the next phase of the main
house building project.

February 19-23: EMMC to Tlapanaloya, Hidalgo and Celaya, Guanajuato

(We will be working with two
teams simultaneously, each at a different location, during this crusade.)

February 25-March 3: Plumbing, Electrical and Carpentry Work Group to Refuge Ranch We need volunteers with experience in the areas of plumbing, electricity and carpentry to come to Refuge Ranch—not necessarily all
from the same congregation nor state!-in order to do all the electrical and plumbing installation of the second story of our
home (Project: Going Up) as well as the installation of the ceilings and the building of some furniture. PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU ARE INTERESTED FOR MORE INFORMATION

March 9-16: Flooring Work Group to Refuge Ranch We need volunteers with experience in the area of tile laying
in order to lay the tile in our entire home—both the new upstairs and the current downstairs. PLEASE CONTACT US IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED FOR MORE INFORMATION

March 18-22: EMMC to the mountains of the state of Guerrero
March 24–April 3: Painting group organized by Fishers of Men volunteer, Ashleigh Weiss, at Refuge
Ranch This group will be painting the new second story of our home and repainting the first story. If you would like to be
a part of this work group, please contact us for more information.

April 11-20: EMMC to three different villages in the state of Oaxaca
May 18-24: EMMC to the Pacific Coast of the state of Guerrero
June 14-21: Work Group from Shiloh Christian Church, Logansport, Indiana to Refuge Ranch Lord willing, this work group will be parting all, or part of, the foundation of the next phase of the main house building project.

July 3-5: Victor and Julie’s weekend trip to Cancun to celebrate their TENTH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY! PRAISE GOD!

July 20-27: EMMC to Monterrey, Nuevo León
August 1-10: The Zaragoza Family will participate in a retreat in the northern state of Chihuahua for
the leaders of our local church that we attend here in Mexico.

August 11-October 31: Lord willing, the Zaragoza Family, accompanied by Pati and Jocelin, as well as
Ashleigh Weiss, will be touring the U.S. to visit YOU!

November 11-15: EMMC to El Paradón in the state of Chiapas
November 24-28: Tentative “Renewed to Serve” conference date
December 2-6: EMMC to the state of Veracruz

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical
Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting
the basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the
integral transformation of that person.

In the U.S.:
4116 Saint Anthony Rd.
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392
In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México C.P.
56880
To call us from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2002

This mission is carried out through two different facets of ministry:
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and Refuge Ranch.

Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are week-
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long crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, children’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek to meet
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the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions throughout

We’re on the Web!

Mexico in order to more effectively address the spiritual needs of
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the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ is shared individually

fishersofmenmexico.org
Fishers of Men is an independent organization fullyfunded by individual churches and donors. If you
would like more information about how you can be a
part of Fishers of Men through your financial giving,
praying for the ministry, participating in an
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade or on a
construction mission to Refuge Ranch, please contact
us. All contributions are tax-deductible.

with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works
closely with local churches and missionaries to ensure the followup and discipleship of the new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and Julie,
for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian family, the
children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary to
become all that God wants them to be.

Sights on the U.S.

Project: “Going Up” Update

We continue forward with our intentions to spend several
months in the United States this year in order to visit all of
YOU and others who are interested in learning more about
Fishers of Men. One of our biggest obstacles was the fact
that Diana had no birth certificate and that she and Angie’s
birth mother had not signed their guardianship papers.
Praise the Lord that in this last month we were able to
register Diana and get her birth certificate, and the girls’
birth mother signed the guardianship papers!

86 days, 4 hours, 25 minutes and 15 seconds is the amount of time
that we hope is left before the second story of our house is finished!
Literally! But, who’s counting? We are very excited about the progress being made on the second story of our home—Project: Going
Up. The walls and staircase are completely done and plastered –
ready for a group from Pennsylvania who arrives on Sunday to paint
the entire exterior of the house. The next step is the pouring of the
new floor in order to be ready for a group from Wisconsin who arrives in
February in order to
build the
steel trusses for the
roof and
the walls to create the
rooms of
the second story. After
that—WE
NEED YOU! Calling
all plumbers, electricians, carpenters, tile layers and painters! We need you, your talents and abilities,
and your time, in order to finish the second story for the children we
have, and the children that the Lord will bring to our family in this
coming year. Certainly a simple structure of a house does not make a
home, but the structure of this house will greatly aid us in creating a
home for many children—a home where each child will have the
individual space needed in order to become all that God wants him
or her to become. Thank you for not just being house builders,
but home builders.

The next step? Mexican passports for all the kids. We plan
on going this Friday, January 11th, to apply for their passports, which should be available in only two days! (We are
still lacking an ID for Angie from the Adult education department, so we will need to apply for her passport in a few more
weeks.)
After we have all the passports, we have to go to the U.S.
embassy and have an interview in order that the five children
of whom we have guardianship can obtain U.S. visas, giving
them permission to enter the U.S.
As soon as everybody has the necessary documents (passports
and visas), we will let you know so that we can start to plan
our itinerary and include YOU!

