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AN INFORMATIONAL NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTING THE MINISTRY ACTIVITIES
OF FISHERS OF MEN

S C RAP M ETAL , HAY A ND L EMON AD E
As I look out my office window over the valley before
me, I am reminded of the infinite creativity of our Creator
as reflected in His creation!
However, his creativity is not
only expressed through the
exquisite beauty of the flowers and butterflies, but also
through the uniqueness of
His body—those of us who
have believed in Jesus Christ
as our Lord and Savior. This
has been especially apparent
to me during my recent travels as I have visited unique
churches from different denominations with different
styles of worship, of teaching,
of dress, of buildings, but all
with the purpose of proclaiming Jesus Christ as the Only
Way, the Only Truth, the Only
Life and the Only Way to the
Father. How beautiful!
Your uniqueness is even expressed in the way that you
give so generously to Fishers
of Men!
***
As church lets out on a
Sunday morning in Toledo,
OH, several members of
the congregation make
their way to the red pick-

up truck and deposit bags of
aluminum cans, old copier
drums and other pieces of
scrap metal in the back.

blessed our family and ministry!
***
The Iowa farmer wipes the
sweat off his brow as he
works to bring in yet another
load of hay—a load of hay
that will be sold to help support Fishers of Men.
***
We have received offerings
Monday morning finds
from the sale of wooden
“Deacon Dave”, as he is
rocking horses and leather
fondly known by the employ- pouches, from church bake
ees at the scrap metal yard, sale auctions and year-end
exchanging the garbage for
corporate donations, from
gold—dollars and cents that garage sales and piggy
he then passes on to Fishers banks; from farmers, former
of Men. ***
GI’s, elementary students,
The hot summer August sun retired factory workers, combeat down as Tessa
pany CEO’s, and Christian
squeezed yet another
prisoners; from 50 cent
lemon. At the ripe “old” age monthly pledges to thouof 7, Tessa felt the Lord call- sands of dollars in one-time
ing her to do something to
donations. The Lord has
raise money for Fishers of
used, and continues to use,
Men and she obeyed. Her
each of these sacrifices to
lemonade stand raised
proclaim the Good News of
$130 dollars that day and
Jesus Christ here in Mexico! Thank you for being
so creative in using all that
God has given you to be so
generous! May our creative Creator continue to
bless you!
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FISHERS OF MEN BOARD NEWS
Good News from the Board of Directors of Fishers of Men!
God continues to grow and push us. We are now an official
independent organization! Many of you know this ministry
was founded under the umbrella of Mayfair-Plymouth Congregational Christian Church in Toledo, Ohio. Since our
founding, we have depended heavily on Mayfair-Plymouth
for financial and administrative support. In September, we
officially adopted new Articles of Organization, a Code of
Regulations and began the process of registering as an independent not-for-profit charitable organization. Our initial
Directors are Joseph Ballmer and Martha Nowak from Mayfair-Plymouth church and Barbara McKenzie from Summerfield Baptist Church. Plans are underway to add additional
members from other churches.
What are the benefits of this change?
By separating ourselves from our founding church, we gain
flexibility to pursue funding sources and methods that might
not be available to us. We will be able to expand our regional influence and seek national support for the mission.
Gaining independence from our founding church is much
like a young adult leaving home. Our mission has matured
to the point where it is time to move on, taking big steps

toward the goal of finishing the construction of Refuge Ranch
and expanding the Evangelical Medical Mission Crusades.
How does this affect current supporters and contributors?
You can rest assure that we remain devoted and committed to
our Christian mission. Your contributions will continue to be tax
deductible for charitable purposes. We are applying for official
status as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization from the United
States Internal Revenue Service and are confident of approval.
Does this mean more bureaucracy or expense?
No. Our board members are volunteers who serve without compensation. Having an official board of directors ensures quicker
decision-making, and a focus on independent oversight of our
funding and budget.
How can we help?
Pray for our new board of directors that God would continue to
bless them with a passion for the mission and the means to help
Fishers of Men continue its financial and spiritual growth.
Thank you and God's blessings to all.
Joseph R. Ballmer, President
Board of Directors
Fishers of Men Ministries, Inc.

FROM VICTOR
I would like to take this opportunity to
share with you some of the things that
have happened in the villages and
communities where we have taken
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades.

tholicism, is virtually empty and that the
evangelical Christian church is purchasing a new piece of land because the
congregation no longer fits in their current building.

Monterrey, Nuevo León—
León—July 2008
Zapotitlan, Guerrero—
The local pastor shared with me shortly
Guerrero—July 2007
This community was formally very
after the crusade finished that he had
closed to the gospel, even resulting in
been planning on leaving the church in
the murder of a former pastor. As a
a few months because he simply didn’t
direct result of the crusade, the local
see any fruit in the ministry. However,
medical missionaries have now begun
the Sunday after the crusade 80 new
a regular children’s club.
people came to church! The Lord has
used this to encourage the pastor the
Tangancícuaro, Michoacán—
Michoacán—
Febcontinue fighting the good fight. He also
ruary 2008
The
reports that the youth group is very aclocal pastor has informed us that as a
tive and excited about serving the Lord.
result of the crusade, the local Catholic church, which utilizes a mixture of
GuerreroGuerrero-November 2007
pagan practices, witchcraft and CaAfter this crusade, our team continued

receiving reports of miraculous healings that the Lord performed through
team members. There were several
baptisms in the months following the
crusades. There is now a full-time
missionary working in the community
and the new believers are working on
purchasing land in order to build a
new church.
Please pray for me as I seek the
Lord’s will in scheduling for 2009
and balancing crusades with work
groups at Refuge Ranch. Pray that I
may discern where the Lord is working and join Him there.
Thank you so much for all of your
support. All that you have read here
has been possible due to your support. May all the honor and glory be
to God!
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN...AND AGAIN...AND AGAIN!
On September 4th, I
boarded a plane for Detroit,
Michigan and thus began
this fall’s adventure of visiting you! I must admit that
the strangest feeling was
leaving Victor and the kids
behind me at the security
checkpoint in Mexico City
and being ALL ALONE! I
hadn’t been alone in a very
long time!
I spent from Sept. 4th
through the 9th in the
Toledo, OH area and from
September 27 through October 2nd in Wisconsin and
Iowa.
These trips have been a
blessing to me for several
reasons. First of all, it has
been a special time for me,
personally. While I dearly
miss Victor, the kids, and

the daily routine of ministry when I am gone, time
alone on the plane, adult
conversations, not having
to share my M&M’s with
anyone (we all have a selfish streak, right?) and
sleeping all night have become precious moments
for me.
These trips have also afforded me the opportunity
to see family members
that I haven’t seen for
YEARS! It had been five
years since I had seen my
grandparents and I was
able to visit them all!
What a blessed heritage
the Lord has given me! I
met my year and a half old
nephew for the first time
(Love you Casey!), and of
course got to spend time
with his parents, my

brother and sister-in-law! I
also enjoyed time with
some of my aunts, uncles
and cousins.
Finally, I cannot express
the joy that I have felt at
having the opportunity to
share with you, face to
face, all that the Lord is
doing through your
prayers, your giving and
your participation here in
Mexico! It has been wonderful to see you, touch
you and speak with you!
Please continue to pray for
safety and wisdom during
my remaining travels.
Please also pray that the
Lord will use these visits to
continue to provide for the
growing ministries of Fishers of Men! To God be the
glory!

U.S. Visit
Schedule
November 1-3
Pennsylvania
•

Blooming Glen
Mennonite Church

November 20-25
Logansport, Indiana
Shiloh Christian Church

•
•

Fulton Baptist Church

•

Prospective churches

December 6-9
Toledo, OH
•

McCord Rd. Christian
Church

•

Prospective churches

THE PAPER TRAIL
In our last newsletter I shared with
you our decision to use the magistrate’s decision regarding our appeal
to the local judge’s decision to grant
Fidel’s guardianship to the local Department of Family and Social Services, rather than to Victor, as an indication of the Lord’s will regarding
the children’s paperwork. Well, the
magistrates never even got to hear
Fidel’s case because the local judge,
who denied us legal guardianship,
refused to accept our appeal. (He
was the one who had told our lawyer
to go ahead and file the appeal because “we are all here to learn.”
When the appeal was filed, he

stopped it.) So, we are back where
we were, wondering what the Lord
is up to! The lawyer came over yesterday and shared that one option
left is that the legal representative
from the local Department of Family and Social Services, who was
awarded guardianship, express her
inability to comply with the legal
obligations of guardianship, such
as providing housing, food and education, and that she request that
the court grant such guardianship
to Victor.
Angie and Diana are now petitioning the court to have Victor named
their legal guardian. They can

make this request of the court because they are over 12 years old.
However, the case will be heard by
the same judge that heard Fidel’s
case and he can still deny the girls’
petition.
We still have the dream of someday traveling to the U.S. as a family,
but such a family excursion is no
longer urgent, due to my fall trips to
the U.S. Please just continue to
pray that this entire situation would
play out in accordance with the
Lord’s will and that Victor and I
would have the wisdom to know
how to proceed.

Refuge Ranch Team News
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In the book, “The Power of a Praying Wife”, Stormie Omartian teaches, and models, the power of using God’s word
to pray for others. I would like to share some of those suggestions with you this month, so that you can employ
them as you pray for Victor and I and the rest of the Refuge Ranch team members. (Hint: You can use this method
to pray for ANYBODY!) Basically, you think about the topic about which you would like to pray for that specific person, such as, his or her health, God’s provision, wisdom, safety, etc. You then look for a verse related to that topic
and insert the individual’s name into the verse. For example, in order to pray that the vision the Lord has given Victor and I for Fishers of Men would become reality you could use Ephesians 3:20: “Lord, we know that you are able
to do immeasurably more than Victor and Julie can ask or imagine, according to your power that is at work within
them, and we give you all the glory!” To pray for peace for the Marshalls you could use Philippians 4:6-7: “Lord,
may the Marshalls not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, may
they present their requests to you. And may your peace, which transcends all understanding, guard their hearts
and minds.” To pray for provision for Cirino and his family try Philippians 4:19: “You, my God, will meet all of Cirino
and his family’s needs according to your riches in Christ Jesus.” So, the next time you fall to your knees in prayer—
take along your Bible!

THE MARSHALLS

“PRAY WITHO UT C EASING”

Yesterday was homecoming at our
church. We had a theme of prayer
running through the service. We also
began a 30 day prayer time for our
nation as we approach another election. Prayer seems to be uppermost
in our minds lately as the reality we
have created for ourselves seems to
spin out of control. We find that the
plans we made can change in an instant. Knowing that God is in control
is the only thing that we can hang on
to at times like this.
Sometimes when I think about our
family moving to Mexico, I question

how it can really be possible. Times are hard. But I have
learned that "hard" is good. Hard
times are a time of preparation and
growth in the Christian life. Hard
times drive us to our knees as we
realize how totally dependent upon
God we really are. Hard times bring
us to prayer and a deeper relationship with God.
Recently I have found myself
praying minute by minute as I go
through my day. As I walk, I pray
for my students. As I wash dishes, I

BY: LUCY

pray for those on our prayer list. As I
clean, I pray for our children, our pastor, and our families. When I wake
up in the night, I pray for Fishers of
Men and Refuge Ranch. God wants
us to pray. He wants to talk with us,
to be in relationship with us. Isn't
that awesome? So in these uncertain and difficult times, I urge you to
pray. Pray with your whole being to
the God who is in complete control of
it all. And rest assured that He is listening. Pray without ceasing. 1
Thessalonians 5:17

To my brothers and sisters in Christ:

Please continue to pray for
God bless you! May all the honor and glory be for the King of Kings and Lord of Lords Ashleigh as she serves the
forever. I remember a chorus that says: “I will wait on you, even though it is difficult. Lord at Refuge Ranch with
My mind says it is impossible, but my heart trusts in you and you have always been
English classes, swimming
faithful.” Today at Refuge Ranch I am caring for two cows and two calves and doing
lessons and lending a
other small jobs. I love construction. That is where I feel happy. I used to be prideful hand wherever possible;
and haughty, but God has been disciplining me in love. “God disciplines those He
and for Pati as she
loves.” The chorus says I will wait patiently—times full of construction will come and,
continues to cook and do
Lord willing, I will be here. Thank you so much for your attention. I will not say
laundry for all of us!
“goodbye” but “see you later”. Your brother in Christ, Cirino Cruz Viveros

CIRINO AND
F A M I LY

JULY 2008

EMMC Highlights
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O NE DAY CRU SA DES REAP BO UNTIF UL HARV ES T
Fishers of Men has had the
opportunity in the last couple of months to participate
in several one day crusades
in communities near Mexico City. The church that
we attend here in Mexico
has plans to begin Bible
studies in these communities, with the hope that they
will grow into new congregations.

health services and educational services tend to be
centered around the capital, Mexico City. Therefore,
people who live in the vicinity of Mexico City supposedly have access to the
best medical care available
in the entire country! However, during these one day
crusades the Fishers of
Men volunteer medical
team attended to basic
health problems.

encountered a unique
opportunity to serve.
School was about to start
again and, in order to register for school, each child
must present proof of a
doctor’s examination.
Many children do not start
school on time because
they cannot get this document. Government clinics
are flooded by students
needing the exam and
other families simply
don’t have the money to

pay for an exam, besides
buying uniforms, school
books and supplies, and
paying for school transportation. Therefore, many of
the patients seen during
the crusade that day were
mothers with several children needing the medical
certificate in order to start
school. This experience
opened our eyes to yet
another way to serve our
It is amazing to see the
Lord and has planted the
acute physical, emotional
seed of the idea within us
and spiritual needs present During one crusade, we
to plan a series
in these urban comWatching the evening news the other night we were faced once again with of one day crumunities. Mexico is
the grim reality of the lack of medical care available in Mexico. The reporter sades in August
a very centralized
had traveled to the mountains of the state of Guerrero, to the same county 2009 concennation. This means
from which our son Fidel came. The young father and mother that she intrating on this
that government,
terviewed had just lost a toddler and infant to simple diarrhea that led to
specific need.
dehydration and then death. As we watched in horror, we prayed that the
Lord would allow us to see the project of the new Christian hospital and
medical school to completion so that Fishers of Men could then set up recal Seminary in
CRUSADES
mote clinics throughout Mexico to not only meet these simple, yet dire
the state of
REAP
physical needs, but also the spiritual needs of these people.
Guerrero on the
MORE
THAN NEW
Pacific Coast. It
time ministry.
on several crusades and
BELIEVERS
is exciting to see how the Lord
felt the Lord calling him to
Mariela is a young single
has used the Evangelistic
go to seminary to learn
It is a great joy for us to
woman who, although she
more about Christ and how Medical Mission Crusades to
introduce to you this
has been a Christian for
not only share His Word so that
he can serve Him.
month three new seminary
years, began to deepen
people can accept Jesus
students that all have conher relationship with Christ Alejandra is a middle-aged
Christ, but also to call believers
nections to Fishers of Men.
as she participated in
divorced woman with adult
into full-time service so that
All three are members of
more and more crusades.
children who has recently
even more may hear the Good
the church that we attend,
On the crusades, she usu- been growing in the Lord
News
but the Lord used their
ally headed up the regisand felt the desire to serve
of Jeparticipation in Evangelistration process.
Him full-time.
sus
tic Medical Mission CruLeonel
is
a
new
young
beAll
three
are
students
at
the
Christ.
sades to call them into fullliever who has participated Southern Baptist Theologi-

Visit us on the web!
fishersofmenmexico.org

TO CONTACT US

Fishers of Men is an organization of evangelical Christians whose mission is to glorify God by meeting the
basic needs of our neighbor while seeking the
integral transformation of that person.

fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com
In the U.S.:
4116 Saint Anthony Rd.
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392
In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México
C.P. 56880
To call from U.S.:
011-52-597-109-2002
Fishers of Men is an independent organization fully-funded
by individual churches and donors. If you would like more
information about how you can be a part of Fishers of Men
through your financial giving, praying for the ministry,
participating in an Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade or
on a construction mission to Refuge Ranch, please contact
us. All contributions are tax-deductible.

This mission is carried out through two different facets of
ministry: Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and
Refuge Ranch.

Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are weeklong
crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, children’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek to
meet the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions
throughout Mexico in order to more effectively address the
spiritual needs of the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ
is shared individually with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works closely with local churches and
missionaries to ensure the follow-up and discipleship of the
new believers.
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and
Julie, for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian
family, the children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary to become all that God wants them to be.

MISCELANEOUS NEWS ITEMS
•

We are thankful for
the Lord’s healing
power! Julie had developed pneumonia
while visiting churches
in Iowa and Wisconsin.
She has recovered,
but continues fighting
allergy/cold symptoms., which she believes helped lead to
the development of
the pneumonia in the
first place, so please
pray that these symptoms will cease. Upon
her arrival back at Ref-

uge Ranch, Caleb
was fighting a weeklong respiratory illness that had developed into an intestinal illness that required an entire night
in the emergency
room. Recovery took
over a week, but he is
back to his normal
self—Praise God!
•

You may have noticed this newsletter
arriving from a new
email address! Fishers of Men’s new

email address is:
•
fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com

•

We are also unveiling
an updated Fishers of
Men logo nearly identical to our original logo,
just more professional,
as well as new logos for
the EMMC and Refuge
Ranch. Enjoy!

We are so thankful
for the generosity and
initiative expressed
by Julie’s Aunt Joan,
Uncle Tom and extended family that
made it possible to
purchase a Clavinova
full-size electric piano
for Refuge Ranch.
What a blessing!

