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an informational newsletter highlighting the ministry activities of Fishers of Men and the Victor and Julie Zaragoza family

Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
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“If you, then, though
you are evil, know how
to give good gifts to
your children, how
much more will your
Father in heaven give
good gifts to those
who ask him!”
Matthew 7:11

tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.” Matthew 6:34

God: “Julie, do you have diapers for today?
Do you really NEED snacks or is the food I
am supplying truly all you need? You have
school books, don’t you?”

“But seek first his kingdom and his Me: “But, Lord, what about the debts? Your
righteousness, and all these things will be Word says that we should not be in debt and
given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33 I feel so uncomfortable owing people money.
“And my God will meet all your needs
according to his glorious riches in Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 4:19

These last several months have given us an
opportunity to live out these verses like
never before! Since February or so, each
time that Victor asks me to check the bank
accounts they are near $0, or the money
that has just been deposited will be spent
within two days just to partially cover expenses at hand: staff salaries, the water delivery truck, the propane supplier, cow feed,
school supplies and groceries. As I head outdoors each morning for my devotions I start
praying and almost always say: “Lord, please
meet our needs.” As soon as those words
find their way out of my thoughts, I am immediately conscious of the Lord replying: “If
I’m not meeting your needs, then what have
you been eating every day? How have you
filled the gas tanks to go to church? How did
you carry out the EMMC to Oaxaca and then
to Michoacan?” The conversation continues
something like this:

You know that we are growing near the
$5000 mark: owing money to two of our pastors, a good friend, the vet, the water truck,
the telephone company, etc. Lord, this isn’t a
good testimony! Besides, we are doing
YOUR will so why aren’t YOU providing?
What are we doing wrong? What lesson do
you want us to learn?”
God: “Julie, Julie. Be still. The money lent
was provided by my children for you to use
and they aren’t pressuring to be paid. I have
given you grace before your other debtors so
that they aren’t demanding payment.”
He stays silent in regards to my other questions and my trying to understand the “why”
behind the trials. I stay silent, lost in my own
maze of questions and logic.
Me: “You know the desires of my heart beyond our daily needs—our tenth anniversary
trip to Cancun; Angie’s 15th birthday (a BIG
deal in Mexican culture); our trip to the U.S..”
God: “Oh, PLEASE! Is that today, sweetheart? Aren’t you getting a bit ahead of yourself? How many other “desires of your
heart” have I given you?!”

Me: “But, Lord, I only have diapers to last
until tomorrow morning. The kids would
Me: “Oops! Sorry! You’re right, but you
really like to have some extra fruit and things know me, Lord, and it is so much more comon which to snack. What about the no
printer ink and computer paper for school?”
(Continued on page 2)
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Fishers of Men Advisory Board Notes
The Fishers of Men Advisory Board met on Saturday, April 12, 2008 at
10:30 a.m. at the Mayfair
Plymouth Congregational
Christian Church in
Toledo, Ohio. The main
topic at hand was the official incorporation of Fishers of Men as a non-profit
organization. (We currently operate under the
umbrella of Mayfair Plymouth Church.) The
board learned the steps
and costs necessary in order to accomplish recognition as a non-profit organization.
The original charter will be
drawn up by Doug King, a
lawyer who has volunteered his services, and
approved by current Advi-

sory Board members.
Three current board members have volunteered to
serve as preliminary Trustees in order to get the

Next Board Meeting:
June 14, 2008
10:30 a.m.
Mayfair Plymouth Church
5253 Bennett Rd.
Toledo, OH

paperwork going. Once
Fishers of Men has been
incorporated as a nonprofit organization, we are
excited about offering at
least one seat on the
board to each of our supporting churches. In this

manner, our supporting
churches, and their members, will have more opportunities to serve the
Lord through active participation in Fishers of
Men.
We are so grateful to the
volunteers who are helping
to coordinate this important step in the growth
process of Fishers of Men
in order to put in place the
necessary structures to
ensure that Fishers of Men
continues to be an effective and transparent organization until our Lord
returns, acting as a faithful
steward as we seek to
share the Good News of
Jesus Christ. We are also
grateful that an anonymous
donor has provided the

funds needed to pay for the
necessary paperwork. May
all that we do be for the
honor and glory of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ!

If you would like to know more
about participating on the
Advisory Board, please
contact Diann Claassen at:
(734) 206-2392
Or email:
ddclaassen@hotmail.com
Whether a voting member of
the Advisory Board or not,
anybody interested in Fishers
of Men is encouraged to
attend the Advisory Board
meetings.

Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread Continued
(Continued from page 1)

fortable to have everything in place and at hand.”
God: “Did I just hear what I thought I heard? Did
you say comfortable? Could you please find that
word in MY Word? Didn’t think so!”
Silence.
God: “Julie, just wait. I love you. I am on your
side. I am here. I hear you. Trust. My time is perfect. I will not leave you nor forsake you. I long for
you to know me more. Just trust. I want to use
your life for my glory. Just trust and you will be
fine—better than fine. You will thrive; you will
shine!”
Me: “Thank you! I know, Jesus. Just, please provide in accordance with Your time and Your riches.
Give me your power to live what you have set before me today. I love you!”

God hath not promised skies always blue,
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through;
God hath not promised sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.
God hath not promised we shall not know
Toil and temptation, trouble and woe;
He hath not told us we shall not bear
Many a burden, many a care.
God hath not promised smooth roads and wide,
Swift, easy travel, needing no guide;
Never a mountain rocky and steep,
Never a river turbid and deep.
(Refrain)
But God hath promised strength for the day,
Rest for the labor, light for the way,
Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, undying love.
A Hymn written by: Annie J. Flint (1919)
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Refuge Ranch
Project: Going Up!

We are all thoroughly enjoying LOTS of space! The
eyes and I thought: “This is why I am here - to tuck chilamount of bickering and fighting has been significantly redren into a real bed for the first time, but not just a real
duced as the children have much more space in which to
bed, to tuck them into a real bed surrounded by a real
live and move. Angie and Ruth
family who loves them with
WE
NEED
YOU!
share a bedroom, the purple
the real love of a real
Let’s
finish
Project:
Going
Up!
room; Diana and Martha share
God!” Thank YOU so
the pink bedroom; Marthita and
much for making this minisJoin the Work Team to Refuge Ranch
Ana share the yellow room;
try possibility and for giving
JUNE 2-8
Josiah and Caleb share the blue
me the opportunity to live
Goals:
room; Fidel has his own room
such wonderful moments!
downstairs; and Victor and I
•
Build door frames and install doors
While much rejoicing is
are finally alone in our bed•
Finish tiling boys’ and girls’ bathrooms going on in our home, the
room (after 5 years)! As a rekids would really like to be
•
Install bathroom fixtures (toilets,
sult of moving the kids into
able to have doors on their
sinks, shower fixtures)
their own bedrooms, I was able
rooms that they can shut
to wean Ruth and Ana and am
•
Lay laminate wood flooring in bedrooms
against the “attacks of the
enjoying wearing one piece
•
Tile upstairs hallway and downstairs
toddlers” (Ruth and Ana
dresses after seven years of
living area
and their toy and finger
either being pregnant or
polish stealing rampages!).
•
Finish painting details (stenciling,
breastfeeding!
Mopping will be much eastouch-ups)
The first afternoon that we
ier with actual floors,
•
Carpet
steps
moved the kids into their new
rather than rough cement.
rooms, Fidel spent the entire
And, the final holdout on
afternoon in his own room—
bickering, sharing a bathIf you are unable to participate in this
rearranging his clothes in the
room between 11 people,
work group, please prayerfully consider
closet, setting up his little table
will be resolved by finishing
giving generously to help finance these last
with his art supplies, and orgathe boys’ and girls’ bathfew
projects
or
to
sponsor
several
people
nizing his toy cars. At one
rooms upstairs.
who have expressed a deep desire to form
point, I walked in to check on
a part of this work team, but do not have The Lord promises us in
him and he was just sitting on
the book of Philippians
his bed, enjoying the space and
the finances to do so.
that He will finish the
silence. That night I went in to
good work that He has
read the Bible and pray with him and, as I tucked him into
begun in us. Let us follow in His example and finhis new sheets from Ashleigh and his comforter made by
Great Grandma Blom, I asked him if he had ever slept in a ish Project: Going Up!
bed before. His sheepish answer? “No.” Wow! Fidel is
Extra Need Note:
seven years old and has NEVER slept in a bed! (He had
We milk our own cows and pasteurize our own milk in order to
slept on the living room couch since arriving at our house
meet the demand of the family drinking nearly 3 gallons of milk
because we didn’t have enough rooms and, before that,
a day. However, we are in need of a new pasteurizer, at a cost
lived in the holding cell of a local police station.) As I left
his bedroom a few minutes later, the tears welled up in my
of about $350. If you are interested in meeting this need
please let us know.
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Brother Cirino,
Jasmine, Bernabe
and Berenice

Team News

Victor and Julie

Rocio—a

We are so thankful for each and
every team member that the Lord
has sent to Refuge Ranch and the
volunteers who participate on the
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusade.
We ask that you would pray that we
can continue to work together unified by the Holy Spirit to minister to
each other and to those who surround us in a way that glorifies our
Heavenly Father.

youth

Ashleigh

volunteer
spending
several months
at Refuge Ranch.
Pati and Jocelin

Ashleigh’s Annotations
Psalm 27:4 says, “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to
gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.” This is just one of many verses that I have returned to multiple times
within this last month. God has been teaching me about trusting Him. I have so often been taught to trust the promises of His love,
favor and blessing. In my American mindset those things are the good parts of life, when things are the way I want them. The Lord is
faithfully showing me that no matter what happens, whether it feels good or whether I like the situation/circumstance, it IS His favor, love, and blessing
for me. His love is so much deeper than we can imagine. When we are told in the Scriptures to trust God, we are to be trusting that He is sovereign,
not what we think we are going to get. That’s the “no matter what happens” part. He is Sovereign! To be frank with all of you, this journey of learning
about the sovereignty of God has only begun for me. Sometimes I don’t like it at all. I am even so bold as to argue with God about what I don’t like.
Yet in His mercy, He shows me my self focus. Please pray that I will submit to this lesson and that I would let it transform my life.
On the more humorous side of the ministry, I thought that I would share a conversation that happened at breakfast last week. I was sitting
across from Josiah at the table. About halfway though breakfast he looks at me, as if studying my face, and then declares, “You put too much makeup
on, Ashleigh.” I was a little surprised by this announcement and asked him what he meant. While circling his face with his hand he said, “It’s too much
makeup because all of this is red.” I had to laugh at this because all I had put on for the day was mascara and eye shadow. He was looking at my
natural skin. I will obviously not be fitting into any Mexican crowds in the near future. :) A short time later, he noticed that I was wearing tennis shoes
and then looked at me in surprise. I was then informed that you do NOT wear makeup and tennis shoes. You only wear makeup when you wear shoes
that go like this: he made a swoop in the air insinuating heels. I laughed again and told him that I would try to remember the excellent fashion and
makeup advice.
To close, I have a praise to share which is a direct answer to your prayers. Julie and I have had several opportunities to spend time sharing
with each other what God is teaching us and drawing our hearts closer together. I am comfortable talking to Julie about any topic, and the Lord has
really brought us together to more effectively accomplish the goals of the ministry. Julie is giving me projects and responsibilities all the time now,
thereby freeing her up to serve her family. That is what I felt that God had called me to do, and He is accomplishing it through your prayers. Thank you
for blessing and serving us by lifting us before the Father.
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Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades
Zaragoza Family Participates in EMMC to Oaxaca
As many of you know, our family had
2) We wanted the children to have the
the opportunity to accompany Victor
opportunity to serve others and,
on an EMMC to the state of Oaxaca,
through that service, discover their God
one of the poorest states in Mexico, at
given talents, gifts and abilities. Angie
the end of April. While
discovered she would
STATS
the adventure of taking an
rather work with the den11 member family (with
tists, than be a clown and
Medical Patients
children ranging in age
Diana,
241
from a year and a half to
Marthita
fourteen years old), plus
and Josiah
Dental
Patients
Ashleigh, on a 10 day crudiscovered
sade required extra planthat they
55
ning, time off from school
are GREAT
Accepted Christ
and some extra finances (it
at clowning.
required taking both 15
3) By living
72
passenger vans instead of
in less than
just one), it was well worth
Children’s Ministry comfortable conditions for
the effort. We decided to
ten days, (no running wa200
participate as a family in
ter, extreme heat, sleeping
this crusade for several
on furniture, on the floor
reasons: 1) It was the longest crusade
and in the van and eating different foods
this year and it is difficult for Victor and
than normal) we hoped to instill in the
the rest of us to be separated that long.
children gratitude for all that God has

given them, sensitivity to the needs of
others and generosity in meeting those
needs.
Besides meeting these objectives as a
family, the crusade in and of itself went
very well. Our presence and participation, and the evangelization that was
accomplished,
served as an
encouraging
wake up call
for the local
believers to
serve their
community,
despite its small size, and showed them
that many of their neighbors are hungry for the Word of God. Please keep
Pastor Ricardo and his wife in your
prayers as they seek to guide their
congregation of rather new believers in
now reaching out to the newest believers in the community.

EMMC to Pacific Coast Leaves This Sunday
Fishers of Men has the policy to always send Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades to communities in which a local
pastor or missionary is already working in order to ensure that adequate follow-up and discipleship of new believers
occurs. While it is always a joy to serve in communities where an established body of believers already exists, Victor
feels a special sense of satisfaction
when Fishers of Men has the opportunity
to work in a brand new community in
which the Good News of Jesus Christ has
never been shared and where the local
missionary is just beginning the process of
establishing a church. Such is the case
of the EMMC that leaves this coming Sunday to minister on the Pacific Coast in
the Mexican state of Guerrero. The team
will be working for two days in the
village of Palos Blancos and two days in La
Chole, a very old, small village of fishermen only a few blocks from the oceanfront. However, the crusades that
share the Gospel for the first time also
seem to be the crusades that face the most obstacles, which comes as no surprise, since Satan is not in agreement with
the Kingdom of God growing. Such is the case with this crusade. Several of the doctors that had committed to the
crusade have backed out and finances are also very scarce. Please pray that the Lord would provide the volunteers
that He knows will be needed to effectively minister to the local population, as well as the money needed to effectively
carry out the crusade.

In the U.S.:

Fishers of Men is an organization of

4116 Saint Anthony Rd.

evangelical Christians whose mission is to

Temperance, MI 48182

glorify God by meeting the basic needs of our neighbor

(734) 206-2392

while seeking the integral transformation of that person.

In Mexico:

This mission is carried out through two different facets of ministry: Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades and Refuge Ranch.

Prolongación Niño Perdido #7

Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades (EMMC) are week-

Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México

long crusades, complete with doctors, dentists, hair stylists, children’s workers, cooks, and general volunteers that seek to meet
the physical needs present in poverty-stricken regions throughout
Mexico in order to more effectively address the spiritual needs of
the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ is shared individually
with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of Men works
closely with local churches and missionaries to ensure the followup and discipleship of the new believers.

C.P. 56880
To call us from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2002
Fishers of Men is an independent organization fullyfunded by individual churches and donors. If you would
like more information about how you can be a part of
Fishers of Men through your financial giving, praying for
the ministry, participating in an Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusade or on a construction mission to
Refuge Ranch, please contact us. All contributions are
tax-deductible.

Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed by Victor and Julie,
for abandoned children. As part of a loving Christian family, the
children find the love, nurture, freedom and structure necessary
to become all that God wants them to be.

Email us: fishersofmen2@hotmail.com Website fishersofmenmexico.org

May Kicks-Off with EMMC to Michoacan
Ten days after arriving home from the
The pastor noted that the fact that many of
STATS
EMMC to Oaxaca, on April 30, Victor took
the husbands send dollars back to their
Over 200 individuals families has caused prices to rise in the viloff with the Fishers of Men volunteers to
attend to the inhabitants of the town of Tanlage, as merchants take advantage of the
attended to
guancicuaro, in the state of Michoacan,
fact that the local families supposedly have
about 6 hours slightly northwest of Mexico
access to dollars. Although the crusade
City. This town is unique because the maonly consisted of two and a half days of
jority of its inhabitants are women, children
work, over 200 individuals were attended
and elderly individuals because the young
to by the doctors, dentists and paramedics.
and middle-aged men have emigrated to the
Of course, each of these individuals also
United States. The Fishers of Men team witnessed
heard the Good News of Jesus Christ presented
many women working in the
to them individually. Besides enjoying the local
local strawberry fields in order
strawberry harvest, the local pastor was greatly
to supplement the income they
encouraged by the spiritual harvest reaped during
receive from their husbands.
this short crusade.

