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Here We Go!
COME ALONG!
I am so thankful to
my gracious Heavenly Father for the
opportunity our
family had this past
week to accompany
Victor on an EMMC
(Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusade) to

the state of Oaxaca.
I am excited to now
invite YOU along to
witness what your
prayers and giving
made possible!
Come along as we
watch a child’s face
light up as he hears
about Jesus for the
first time; witness
the relief that
comes from the
right medicine being
prescribed; swim
with jelly fish; bathe
in a river; encourage Christians poor
in possessions but
rich in Spirit; and
sweat like never
before!

6:00 a.m.
Friday, April 11, 2008

and tuna salad. We stayed
in homes of several church
members, sleeping on
Everybody awake in the
beds, couches, the floor
Zaragoza household and
and in tents. After a
on the road! We met up
breakfast of fish and bean
with the rest of the team
soup the following mornat Victor’s mom’s house
ing we hit the road again.
near Mexico City and hit
As the supposed six hour
the freeway by 9:00 a.m.
drive grew into a nine
After six hours of traveling
hour trek our heads, and
we arrived in the city of
tummies, spun through
Oaxaca, capitol of the
one hairpin curve after
state of Oaxaca. We were
another. The temperature
welcomed by members of
steadily rose
the local
into the 90’s,
church with a
accompanied by
delicious buffet
the rising cries
of stuffed chilis,
of the smallest
macaroni and
Diana and Fidel resting
children, reflectcheese, beans
during the drive.
ing how we all

felt! We burst into laughter as we bounced down
the final stretch of dirt
road into the small town
of San Isidro Apango and
saw a sign that read
“Kilometer 0”. We had
truly reached the end of
the earth, or so we felt!

Victor finalizing crusade details with the local pastor,
missionaries and crusade volunteers upon our arrival in
Apango.

Sunday, April 13, 2008
Heat, heat and more heat!
After two days of travel
we went to a local river to
cool off and bathe! (It was
my first bath in a river—
complete with shampoo
and conditioner!) Refreshed and clean we be-

gan the crusade at 2:00
p.m. with a line of patients
waiting to be seen. The
Zaragoza children led a
Bible study, songs, a craft
and snack for the local
children and did an excellent job!

Fun in the river.
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Monday, April 14, 2008
Our first full day of crusade! After morning group
devotions and breakfast
we arrived to a line of patients ready to be seen by
the doctors and dentists.
Our kids spent the morning practicing their skits for
the clown program to be
held that afternoon as I led
simple Bible story activities
for the local children and
Ashleigh ran after Ana to

keep track of her. After
two hours in 90 degree
heat getting their faces
painted and costumes on
our kids did an excellent
job of pushing aside discouragement and exhaustion and were ready for
their clown debut! Over
100 local children, plus
toddlers and adults, were
held captive by the skits,
songs, crafts and games

telling them of the love
of Jesus! Words cannot
express how proud I was
of our kids! This crusade was as much about
ministering the love of
Christ to the local children as giving our kids a
chance to serve the Lord
and discover their talents and abilities. Both
of those goals were certainly met!

Tuesday, April 15, 2008
The medical and dental
attention offered by the
Fishers of Men volunteers and the personal
evangelism also carried
out by Fishers of Men
volunteers form the
heart of the Evangelistic
Medical Mission Crusades. These two ministries work like the two

halves of our human
hearts. Without one the
other cannot exist. Together they pump the
new life and hope offered through the blood
of Jesus Christ into the
lives of local villagers
who have never found
nor known of the way to
save themselves from

sin. You could say that
we are in the transplant
business—transplanting
sinful hearts for forgiven,
cleansed hearts through
the power of Jesus
Christ as expressed
through loving service.

Medical/dental care and personal
evangelism form the heart of the
Evangelistic Medical Mission
Crusades.

Wednesday, April 16, 2008
Flexibility—Trust—
Dependence: These are
three qualities you will
possess in greater quantity after participating on
a mission trip. Flexibility-the original plan to
minister in two different
villages was revamped

and we spent three days
in the same town.
Trust-my Dad had gall
bladder surgery today
while I was supervising
the kids’ evangelistic
clown show. I had to
place Dad and Mom in
the Lord’s hands—good

thing His hands can
reach from Oaxaca to
Ohio! Dependence- 90
degree heat, lack of
sleep, different food-all
translate into many opportunities to rise to a
new level of daily dependence on the Lord.

Exciting news! Today we
began to tape a new Fishers
of Men promotional DVD
on-site!

Taping the new Fishers of
Men promotional DVD.
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Thursday, April 17, 2008
We had a unique opportunity on this crusade—
to take two days off as a
team for a little rest,
relaxation and fellowship! The location? The
Pacific Ocean! The entire team—all 30+ of
us—spent the night literally on the beach, some
in tents and some on

the sand. We had a
wonderful cook-out and
were looking forward to
a refreshing dip in the
waves when we were
inundated by jelly fish! It
must be hatching season
as the ocean was full of
small newborns! They
were really fun to watch
swim, but not so much

fun to run into their tentacles and get stung!
Thankfully, they disappeared as the sun went
down and gave us several hours in the evening
and early morning to
enjoy the salt water!
God’s creation sure is
spectacular!

Josiah walking on the beach.
*********
Sleeping under the stars.

Friday, April 18, 2008
Tonight found us united with have carried out the Lord’s
the local believers during a
will in Apango, Oaxaca.
church service giving thanks The local church consists
to God for a wonderful
of about 12 families who
week of seeds sown, a plen- meet in a carport type
tiful harvest,
structure next
God’s provito one of the
sion, encourhomes. Please
aging fellowkeep Pastor
ship and the
Ricardo and
strength to
his wife, BalThe church service

bina, in your prayers as
had a new little baby the
they seek to lead this con- day after we left!
gregation and follow up on
It is always an incredible
the new beexperience to worlievers who
ship God with believaccepted
ers in other cultures,
Christ during
languages and places
the crusade.
and realize that He is
We are exthe Same God—a Big
cited because
God, a Creative
Balbina
The sanctuary
God!

On the Road Again!
We pulled out of Apango at
5:00 a.m. on Saturday to
head back to the city of
Oaxaca and from there, on
Sunday, the rest of the way
home. The Lord had a special surprise for us while in
the city of Oaxaca on the
way home. We were able
to visit a church located

several blocks from
yond comprethe city dump where
hension! We
they minister to the
are excited that
adults and children
one of our
who work in the
EMMC’s in 2009
dump searchwill take
Children who live in the
ing for any
place at
neighborhood around the dump.
recyclable mathat
terials that can be resold.
church, including some VaThe poverty was nearly be- cation Bible School activi-

A child
heading
home
after a
day’s
work in
the
dump.

ties on-site at the dump!
May the Lord have mercy
and may we have compassion!

Dinner before.
***
Dinner after—
chicken tamales

The bathroom at the
home we stayed in.
Ana playing with one of
the water buckets.

Angie and Marthita

Julie’s “hammock office.”
Ruth taking a bath on
the washboard.

Ashleigh, Josiah and
Caleb in the hammock.

Fidel and Diana.

Martha on the beach.
Victor leading in joy!

To Contact Us:
In the U.S.:
4116 Saint Anthony Rd.
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 206-2392

In Mexico:
Prolongación Niño Perdido #7
Cuecuecuautitla, Edo. de México C.P. 56880
To call us from the U.S. dial:
011-52-597-109-2002
E-mail: fishersofmen2@hotmail.com
Website: fishersofmenmexico.org

Back Home!
Wow! Thank God and
Praise the Lord! It was an
incredible week, one that
even these words and
pictures cannot accurately
capture. However, we
were grateful to get back
home—cooler temperatures, able to better relate as a family again without so many other people
around, flush toilets and
running water, etc. Our
arrival home has been

even more exciting because the windows in the
second story were installed while we were
gone! So, last night all of
the kids slept in their
new bedrooms!!!! Praise
the Lord! I can’t wait to
share more in our next
newsletter about each of
the kids’ reactions (This
is the first bed Fidel has
ever had just for him!)
and the remaining steps

needed to declare Project:
Going Up completely finished!
Just as we are
“recovering” from this
EMMC, Victor is gearing
up for the next crusade.
He leaves a week from
today for a five day crusade to the state of Michoacan. We covet your
prayers, as always, and
especially ask that you

prayerfully consider if the Lord
would have you give financially
to Fishers of Men, as this last
crusade and the construction
projects realized up to now
have left us at $0. We praise
God for who He is, not just for
what He gives us, yet we also
know and continue to trust
that He is a loving and benevolent Father who provides for
each and every need of His children! May the Lord richly bless
you as we continue to partner
in obediently serving the King
of Kings!

