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New Life!
The imagery and hope expressed in Isaiah 43:19
are simply exhilarating! “See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a
way in the wilderness
and streams in the
wasteland.” There are
few experiences that
better embody this
verse than baptism.
Our family experienced
this exhilaration once
again recently when
we celebrated the
baptisms of Caleb, age 8, and Alejandro, age 12
(baptized jointly by their Daddy and Grandpa, both ordained ministers...praise God for such richness!).
So many other aspects of the day added to the
simple truth of two young boys declaring publicly their
decision to make Jesus Christ their Lord and Savior.
One of those aspects was the depth of Isaiah
43:19 present in Alejandro’s baptism. A member of our

I’m a Mom!
Some may be wondering if I need a psychiatric
evaluation if, while raising 18 children, I am just realizing
that I am a Mom! No, that is not the case! After eight years
of homeschooling our children, the Lord has provided sufficient staff that I get to “stay home” and be Mom! The kids
actually “go” to school in a classroom in our future main
house a few yards from our current house. While they are
in school in the morning, I give a Mom’s touch to the house
cleaning, help with the youngest kids who don’t go to
school and try to do some office work and extra reading.
I couldn’t ask for a better and more incredible
school team! Mireya, a mother who homeschools her own
two boys, began helping us about a year ago as a volunteer, in exchange for our helping her boys in English. She
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family for less than a year, after having survived seven
unique living situations before age 11, the Lord truly has
begun a new work in Alejandro’s life and heart, and we
know He will carry it onto completion (Philippians 1:6). He
has truly turned Alejandro’s wilderness of loneliness, lovelessness and lack of family into an abundance of companionship, love and family (especially with 17 siblings!).
The day in and of itself was an oasis in the desert
of daily life. I hadn’t realized how much I needed a day
like that until I was swimming
in the pool, watching my
older kids (including their
Grandpa) trying to slide down
a waterslide that had not yet
been turned on, and my
younger kids playing with
their Grandma, sharing such
special moments with my
Uncle Tom and Aunt Joan
and inaugurating new staff members Mikayla, Krista and
Vicky into the adventuresome field of family outings!
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is now the director of our school – for a symbolic $40 a
week! She shares our vision for the role a Christian
education plays in the restoration of our children, loves our
children to pieces, is very disciplined and demanding, yet
inspiring and gentle. Vero is the school supervisor, in
charge of testing and leading the daily operations in school.
Vicky, a recent Mexican Bible college graduate, serves as
the Spanish speaking monitor. Mikayla, a recent U.S. high
school grad looking at going into bilingual education, is the
English monitor and teaches bilingual kindergarten. Krista
rounds out the staff with piano lessons and English classes
for three of the youngest kids. I praise the Lord for His
provision, for now, as some of this staff is only temporary.
We trust in His provision for the future!
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The Day God Cried
“Your path led through the sea, your way through
the mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen.”
Psalm 77:19
The Lord has just led our family through the mighty
waters of one of the most difficult weeks of our lives! In fact,
we still feel as though the current is tugging at our ankles
and the muddy waters continue to hide the Lord’s footprints
from our sight, although we know He has gone before us,
walks beside us and is the Glory behind us!
Every mountain we climb we are simply heading out
of one of His huge footprints and every valley is heading into
the next footprint...they are just soooo huge we don’t realize
they are His footprints!
Our family has spent the last four months dealing
with the rebellious attitudes and actions of our second eldest
daughter, Diana, who joined our family over eight years ago.
Despite counseling and numerous opportunities to make
good decisions, Diana’s actions required us to follow
through on a consequence that had been clearly expressed
and agreed to previously. Therefore, on Monday, September 10, Diana moved back in with her birth mother. Words
cannot express the grief in our hearts, and those of our children, especially the grief present in Angie, Diana's biological
sister and our eldest daughter, who continues on with us
here at the Ranch. Our heart’s cry and deepest prayer is
that this season of discipline will “produce a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by
it.” (Hebrews 12:11) Please fervently pray for Diana: that
she may return wholeheartedly to God and our family.
Sadly, Diana’s recent attitudes and decisions affected another one of our children, 15-year-old Lolis. After
having been tipped off by several other children as to Lolis’
plans to run away from home, we confronted her. After
much conversation, we gave her the option of returning to
her hometown, something we have never done with any of
our children, but, due to Diana’s influence, we felt it was the
safest option for Lolis, rather than risking that she truly run
away and face greater dangers. Lolis made the decision to
return to her hometown. So Victor, accompanied by Lolis’
older biological sister, Martita, who, like Angie, continues
here at the Ranch, took Lolis to the home of her aunt and
uncle in her hometown. Once again, we pray that Lolis will
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soon realize the consequences of such a poor decision and
return home with a repentant heart.
We have made it very clear to both girls, and to all
of our children, that Diana and Lolis continue to be our
daughters and sisters, and will be so forever, but that they
have made decisions at this time that have distanced
themselves from the Lord and our family. Please join us in
fervent prayer for the Lord’s miraculous work in their hearts
and wisdom to parent them in a Godly way in the midst of
these difficult circumstances.
Interestingly enough, as Diana got in the truck to
leave that Monday afternoon the skies opened up and
began to pour rain. The tears on our cheeks matched the
rain running down and off the porch roof as we watched her
leave. As soon as the truck was out of sight, the rain
stopped. I will always remember that afternoon as the day
that I saw God cry!

Jesus,
love them home,
please!

Diana and Lolis’
latest pictures...
taken by
Grandpa in August.
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¡Viva Mexico!
Mexico celebrates its
independence from Spain each
September 16! This year our family
did several things to commemorate
the occasion. On Saturday night,
September 15th, we held our own little
fireworks display. On that night, cities
all over the nation hold huge fireworks
displays and the local leader shouts
out the traditional “grito” (“shout”)
remembering those who fought for
Mexico’s independence.
On September 16, we
attended the huge Independence Day
parade in downtown Mexico City...our
family, some staff and thousands of
other Mexicans! The military parade
lasted two hours and fascinated the
kids with soldiers, flyovers by military
planes and helicopters, tanks, horses
and other exciting things. We ended

by Julie Zaragoza
the afternoon with a picnic at a large
park, Chapultepec, much like Central
Park in New York City.

Our presenters/actors: Fatima, Fidel, Alejandro, Leo, Miguel, Josiah and Angie.

Then, during the week,
several of the kids did Independence
Day reports, dressing up as the
historical figure they represented.
Victor did a great job helping them
prepare their costumes. It was also

“Doing Time” with the Kids
In our house, the phrase
“doing time” has a much different
meaning than in the correctional
system! Years ago I set up a
schedule that allowed me to spend a
half an hour each week with each
child one-on-one. The child decides
what we do: play Barbie’s, card
games, computer games, take a walk,
do makeup, science experiments you name it and I’ve probably done itfor 30 minutes anyway!
For several months I hadn’t
been able to spend this time with the
kids due to the amount of time I was
spending in school. We are ALL excited that “doing time” is back!
Now that Danny is four years
old he has been added to the “doing

fun to “go” to school and watch the
kids’ presentations under the leadership of our school director and staff!
The celebration continued on
into the following weekend with a party
at church for the young adult youth
group. Those who attended dressed
up for the occasion in traditional
Mexican costumes, including our
daughter Martita and staff members!

time” list. Danny had a great idea for
his first time with me one-on-one:
make individual pizzas! I actually
found pita bread at WalMart, along
with spaghetti sauce, pepperoni and
mozzarella cheese. We made our
own pizzas and lemonade and had
a picnic in his bedroom! It was so
special and fun!
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Because of Danny’s serious
congenital heart defect there is always
the thought in the back of our minds
that this could be the “last” for
anything we do! It actually helps me
keep in perspective that any day could
be our last day and to try and fully live
each moment (even the ones when
discipline is necessary!).
In the correctional system,
“doing time” is meant to correct or
change a person’s behavior or
course in life. You know what?
The purpose of my “doing time” with
our kids isn’t much different! I pray
that the “time we do” together may
play a role in changing the course
of their lives, too! (I know it’s
changed my life!)
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The Two Facets of Fishers of Men
Refuge Ranch is an adoptive home, headed
by Victor and Julie Zaragoza, for abandoned
children that's located in central Mexico.
Receiving a home school education and
helping the family tend to the animals and
garden on the ranch are two of the many
ways in which abandoned children find the
love, nurture, freedom and structure
necessary to become all that God wants
them to be.
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades
are weeklong crusades, complete with
volunteer doctors, dentists, nurses, hair
stylists, children’s workers, cooks and
general volunteers who seek to meet the
physical needs present in poverty-stricken
regions throughout Mexico in order to more
effectively address the spiritual needs. Free
medical appointments (including free medication) and hair cuts are carried out throughout the day, along with activities for the local
children. The good news of Jesus Christ is
shared individually with all those attending
the crusade, and the opportunity to accept
Jesus as Lord and Savior is given to each
person. Fishers of Men works closely with
existing churches and missionaries in the
area to ensure that follow-up and discipleship occur.
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Fun Facts
• Mexico City is the world’s
third largest city with a
population of nearly 20.5
million inhabitants. Refuge
Ranch is located one hour
southeast of Mexico City.
• Refuge Ranch covers a
spread of 11 acres and is
home to 28 humans, two
horses, three cows, two
dogs, one donkey, no
mosquitoes and one
favorite red little bird.
• Mexico declared its independence from Spain on
September 16, 1810, although Spain did not recognize Mexico’s independence
until August 24, 1821.

Highlighted Needs
The shopping list for today read:
tomatoes, shoelaces, conditioner,
potatoes, fruit (whatever is cheapest today), poster board, vegetables (whatever is cheapest today),
chocolate milk mix, butter, cream,
eye contact solution, nail clippers.
Thank you for understanding that
your donations provide for these items, which serve as our tools in living
a daily life that transforms lives through the power of Jesus Christ!
Thank you to those who responded to our
recent request for financial support! We are so
grateful for your generosity! We continue to
need regular, faithful supporters to sustain daily
operations, understanding that in the daily living
the greatest impact is made! May the Lord
bless your obedience!

