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Last EMMC of 2012

by Julie Zaragoza

On December 1, Victor and the crusade volunsade, resulting in many people
teers, all 22 of them, returned home from the last Evangel- attending and a glorious harvest of souls to the honor and
istic Medical Mission Crusade of
2012! They had spent six days
STATS:
traveling to and ministering in two
● Visited Loma
towns found on the border beBonita, Oaxaca and
Covarrubias,
tween the states of Oaxaca and
Veracruz
Veracruz.
● 1501 individuals
Midmorning on Monday,
received medical
upon their arrival at the first vilattention
lage, the team was greeted by
● 279 decisions to
over 400
accept Jesus Christ
individuals waiting for medical
as Lord and Savior
attention! The local pastors and
churches in both locations did an
Waiting for Medical Attention
excellent job of getting the word out about the medical cru-

Meet the Board: Pr esident Bob Siler

by Julie Zaragoza

One by one we’d like to introduce you to the members of the Fishers of Men Board of Directors. We are so thankful to
the Lord for the group of dedicated, creative, faithful and faith-filled people that He has provided to help lead this ministry in a way that honors God, brings others to faith in Him and inspires His Church to work diligently. Three of the
members joined the board this fall while the other two have served for several years. Please hold them up in prayer!
Robert (Bob) Siler joined the Fishers of Men
Board of Directors this fall and holds the position of President of the Board. Bob is an active member of Mayfair
Plymouth Congregational Christian Church in Toledo, Ohio
(Julie’s home church). On those
rare occasions when we can see
God’s will come full circle, it
causes great joy! By God’s grace,
Bob installing a sink at
Refuge Ranch during a
2008 mission trip.

Bob watched Julie grow up from being a young toddler to
become the founder and co-director of the ministry for
which he now serves as President!
Bob is currently employed by Chrysler Jeep as an
electrician, although he has past experience teaching Robotics, Electronics and High Voltage Systems Analysis
around the country. He has served on several other mission boards and church organizations.
Bob participated on a work team to Refuge Ranch
in June of 2008 to help with the finishing of the second
story of our current home. We are so thankful for Bob’s
“Isn’t it wonderful and a great blessing that we get to live
this adventure that He has spun out for us?” - Bob Siler
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Music to the Ears (and Heart)
A few weeks ago, the air here
at Refuge Ranch vibrated with beautiful
music for our ears! Krista, the 16-yearold short term missionary from Michigan, and Jorge, the teenage son of our
school director Mireya, organized a
wonderful recital. Krista had been serving here at Refuge Ranch for three
months teaching piano and first grade
English classes. November 14th was
her last day with us before she returned
to the U.S. and, therefore, a very appropriate day for a piano recital!

ing, just like years ago, and Grandma
even blessed us with a piece she had
learned in 6th grade!
We moved all the desks out of
the schoolroom and transformed it into

a proper recital
hall! Special
guests included
Mireya’s parents,
our Pastor and
his wife from our
church here in
Mexico and
Grandma!
The kids
did a tremendous
job, despite their
nerves. They
carried themselves properly, played
their pieces and many even remembered to bow afterward! Krista made
the event special by sharing something
personal, in Spanish, about each child
as they prepared to play their piece.
That meant a lot because she has
worked hard to learn Spanish while with
us.
All of our children, except
Finally, Krista called each of
Daniel and David, participated, as well
as staff member Cirino’s children, Bern- the kids forward at the end of the recital
abe and Berenice. Krista played a few and presented them with a music
medal with their name engraved on it!
pieces, Jorge sang some classical
numbers, I shared a piece on the violin Wow! I had to remove several medals
with Grandma (my Mom) accompany- from around children’s necks before
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they went to bed that night, but the next
day medal-adorned necks abounded at
the breakfast table.
The afternoon was finished off
with some great finger foods (no recital
would be complete without them)!
The recital was an incredible
experience for the kids! My heart was
bursting with wonder as I watched the
kids, all dressed up, play classical music pieces, bow and receive a medal
upon completion! The present images
meshed with images of the places from
which our children have come ….
….mountain villages, city streets, cardboard homes and abandoned storefronts. God is so amazing! The whole
event was truly music to our hearts!

“You are not an interruption to our
business, you ARE our business.”
-a saying on a yardstick from a Minnesota
hardware store recently quoted in one of
my Dad’s sermons, “Planning for Interruptions,” www.mayfairplymouth.org
Sometimes I feel like the kids “interrupt”
me: “Mom, can you serve me water?”
“Mom, so-and-so is bothering me!” “Mom,
why…..? But, why, Mom?!”
I mean, really, if each child “interrupts”
me twice a day, that is 32 times a day
(Diana and Lolis haven’t come home...yet!)
There are kids awake about 15 hours a
day...which averages out to an interruption
every 28 minutes... on a good day! That’s
not even enough time for one uninterrupted piano lesson!
Then, in God’s grace, I usually remember that the kids ARE my business and
that, truly, the rest of life is an interruption
to me being a Mom!
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The Miracle of Another Birthday
We recently celebrated Daniel’s fifth birthday!
Daniel joined our family three years ago and has several
serious congenital heart and lung defects, including having
only one ventricle in his heart. Several weeks after his
arrival the visit to the pediatric
cardiologist in Mexico City garnered a life expectancy of three to
five years. We have just now entered that window.
In the last three years we
have sought medical care from
many U.S. hospitals with results
much like the following: “We also
have criteria which we use to
choose patients which Daniel
does not meet. We try to use the
funding we have to help as many
kids from as many countries as
we can. This causes us to shy
away from complex cases like Daniel, which could easily
use up all of our resources on one patient instead of the
many we like to help. Even more than that, the repair for
Daniel’s kind of heart defect is a three-stage repair over

Traditions
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two years, and the patients are quite unstable for the first
six months, requiring intensive care and close follow-up
which would not be possible long distance. Many of these
patients will ultimately come to heart transplant.” (Daniel is
not a candidate for a heart transplant
due to his lung issues; he would have
to have a heart/lung transplant, which
does not exist yet in Mexico.)
Long ago we realized that
the miracle for healing that we were
praying for was happening right before our eyes...every day! God has
not healed Daniel’s heart, but He has
kept him alive each and every day!
That’s even more of a miracle….that
Daniel can function with only half of a
heart at age 5! And, he isn’t just
functioning, but is truly thriving!
Laughing, playing, eating, running,
(yes, huffing at times and rather blue in the process—his
oxygen saturation is at 76%), but very much alive! Plus,
with Jesus in our lives, we know that Daniel will celebrate
an eternity of birthdays!
As we participated this month in two of our tradi-

by Julie Zaragoza tions, Thanksgiving (a strictly U.S. holiday we have moved

Creating traditions in our family has been a long
and interesting process! This is the first year, after over
eight years of ministering at Refuge Ranch, that traditions
seem to have begun to take hold and be accepted and
even looked forward to by our children! Yeah!
Traditions provide security for the kids: they know
what to expect year after year. Traditions create family
identity: “This is the way we do it!” However, for many of
our children the creation of traditions is strange, unfamiliar
and even painful. As they come to the realization that traditions are a healthy part of a family and then realize they
never had such traditions with their biological families, the
pain of those memories comes flooding back and many
balk at participating. Basically, having something now reveals and reminds them of what they didn’t have before!
(“You’re supposed to celebrate birthdays?”)

South of the Border) and
the cutting and decorating
of the Christmas tree, I
rejoiced as the majority of
the kids actually looked
forward to and fully participated in those two events!
It even made me chuckle
on the inside when several made comments about our
traditions: Ruth: “When do we read the candy cane
book?” Alejandro: “This is where we came last year for the
tree!” (And where we’ve gotten the tree for the last eight
years, but some of our kids have only been a part of our
traditions for one or two years!) Martita: “I’ll make the pecan pies!” (She made all seven of them!) I can only say,
“Thank you, Jesus!”
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To contact Fishers of Men
(or to send tax deductible donations)

Fishers of Men
P.O. Box 940
Shelbyville, IN 46176-0940
New
Address
734) 206-2392
Email: fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com
Website: www.fishersofmenmexico.org

The Two Facets of Fishers of Men
Refuge Ranch is an
adoptive home for abandoned children, headed
by Victor and Julie
Zaragoza, that's located
in central Mexico. As part of a loving
Christian family, the children find the love,
nurture, freedom and structure necessary to
become all that God wants them to be.
Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusades
are weeklong crusades,
complete with volunteer
doctors, dentists, nurses,
hair stylists, children’s
workers, cooks and general volunteers that
seek to meet the physical needs present in
poverty-stricken regions throughout Mexico
in order to more effectively address the
spiritual needs. The good news of Jesus
Christ is shared individually with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of
Men works closely with local churches and
missionaries to ensure the follow-up and
discipleship of the new believers.

Highlighted Needs
Daily Needs
Our biggest need continues to be general donations for daily
ministry needs. Think of it as being the person who provided the towel
that Jesus used to wash His disciples’ feet! The towel was nothing
special, but in the hands of the Master it was a transformational towel!
Everyday items become a bit less “everyday” when God uses them to
provide a home for children who desperately need a family or medical
care to the impoverished!

Staff Sponsors
The Lord has blessed us with an incredible staff at Refuge
Ranch who pour out their lives daily. No amount of money could compensate what they invest in the ministry and in our family, but we do
strive to give each worker their pay. However we have come to a point
where we owe some of the staff salary. Please pray as to whether the
Lord would like you to sponsor blessing one of the following staff members by helping provide their outstanding pay:
Rosa: our cook (She deliciously feeds
nearly 30 people three times a day!)
Cirino: mason/farmhand
(He cares for the animals,
runs errands, does general
maintenance & masonry.)
Adrian and Vero: crusade
coordinators, school teacher
and financial records keeper.

Crusade Volunteers Needed
We are excited to have scheduled 11
Evangelistic Medical Mission Crusades for 2013!
Please prayerfully consider joining us on a crusade...we would love to have you! Doctors, physician’s assistants, nurses, paramedics, dentists,
dental assistants, lab technicians, hair stylists are
all needed, as well as lots of general volunteers
for set up and tear down, kitchen help, children’s
ministry and lots of “gopher”- type tasks! In other
words….there’s a place for you! Contact us for
more information!

