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¡Feliz Navidad!

News from December 2012

by Julie Zaragoza

“We don’t want to be someone’s project; we want to be the picked out! Oh, the joy of giving!
desire of their heart.” - John Eldredge in “Waking the Dead”
The Christmas celebrations began on Sunday evening
with our church’s Christmas service. Our family presented a
This quote captures the essence of our ministry style at Christmas play in which several of the kids read the ChristRefuge Ranch….seeking to provide a family for our children, mas story out of
not running an orphanage or children’s home or “project,”
the Bible while
but loving as Dad and Mom, teaching by example what a
others acted it
family is, does and means. That includes, of course, cele- out. Several of
brating Christmas...as a family!
the kids played
Throughout December we enjoyed some special family the piano and
devotions, including reading prophecies surrounding the
guitar for the
Christmas story and their fulfillment, as well as using an
Christmas hymns
advent wreath.
we interspersed
Last year we started a new tradition: the kids draw a
throughout the
name of one of their siblings and then we take them all to
production. Finally, each child held a small candle as we
Waldo’s (the Mexican version of the Dollar Store), give them finished off with Silent Night accompanied by three violins:
each 50 pesos ($4 dollars) and they purchase presents for myself, Ruth and Diana.
one another. It is an incrediOne of our favorite portions of the program was when it
ble experience...both for our was six year old Ana’s turn to sing “Away in a Manger”... all
family and for the cashier at by herself! She had done a great job every time we had
Waldo’s! The kids try to
rehearsed, but she had never heard her voice with a microkeep it a secret whose name phone! At the first sound of her own voice resonating
they drew and, at the same throughout the auditorium she burst into uncontrollable
time, try desperately to find
laughter! She
out who drew their name!
gathered her wits
They duck and hide among
and tried again,
the aisles of the store to keep
only to erupt into
their purchases out of sight
laughter once
of the destined receiver.
more! I finally
Then, at home, they each,
told Diana, who
including the youngest ones, wrap the gifts to be given! This
was next to Ana
usually means more tape than wrapping paper being used
offering moral
and boys getting gifts wrapped in pink paper because the
support, to get rid
one who wrapped it was a girl and, well, she likes pink!
of the microphone. As soon as the microphone was gone,
(“Oops, was I supposed to wrap it thinking about the reAna belted out “Away in a Manger” like nobody’s business!
ceiver?”) It is incredibly fulfilling to see how excited the kids Ana’s comment at the end? “That microphone sings ugly!”
get waiting to watch their sibling open the gifts that they
(continued on page 2)
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Christmas Eve dinner, the biggest meal of the holidays in the
Mexican culture, consisted of our
own pork leg in barbecue sauce and
salad, by Victor, mashed potatoes
by Diana and banana bread by
Martita. Christmas morning was
greeted by four anxious early risers
who were forced to wait until our
assigned
“Remembering the
8 a.m. gift opening time! Those
words the Lord Jesus
already awake actually shouted
himself said:
out a countdown...10..9..8..7..to
‘It is more blessed
8:00 a.m. and then ran to each
to give than
bedroom rousing those yet unto receive.’”
aware that it was Christmas!
Acts 20:35
Before opening the gifts we
sang “Happy Birthday” to Jesus in
both English and Spanish. Then began “the opening of the
gifts”...youngest to oldest...one gift at a time...going around
and around the circle until all the gifts were opened!

We are so thankful
to Grandpa and
Grandma Claassen,
Great Grandma
Claassen and Great
Grandpa and Grandma
Blom for so loving our
kids. Even from far
away, and without
even knowing them all personally, they made the kids’
Christmas presents possible. Thank you!
The rest of the day was spent playing, playing, playing,
making 110 “American Swedish not Dutch Meatballs” for
Christmas dinner, breaking three piñatas, making lots of cut
out Christmas cookies and
homemade egg nog (including
having to whip the cream
first...no Cool Whip here!)
We thank the Lord for a
very special Christmas, by His
grace!

measure the level of pressure inside Daniel’s heart to make
sure he is a candidate for the Fontan procedure. This is the
After two years of closed doors, through a series of reopen heart surgery that would create a bypass to compenmarkable connections that went from Toledo, Ohio, to New sate for the fact that Daniel has only one ventrical, rather
York, to London, to Houston and back to Mexico City, we
than two, and would allow better oxygenation of his blood.
were able to talk directly with Dr. Palacios, the pediatric car- Lord willing, this would extend Daniel’s expected lifespan at
diologist at the National Pediatric Institute in Mexico City.
least into adulthood.
Dr. Palacios arranged for us to see his assistant for a new
Daniel’s diagnosis? Single ventrical, Unbalanced Right
echocardiogram for our five-year-old son Daniel. After that, Atrioventricular Septal Defect with pulmonary stenosis and
the Lord sent His Archangel Michel to be kickin’ down some heterotaxy polysplenia.
doors! In two days, we accomplished paperwork and initial
tests that would normally take six months in that government
A Special Gift
institution!
The greatest gift this Christmas to our family was Diana’s
The Lord has provided us with a surgeon and cardiologist
return! She came home on December 19th with a heart
according to the desires of my heart...knowledgeable, perand mind transformed by the Lord! Join us in praying for
sonable, passionate, patient, experienced, trained in Texas,
her continued transformation...as well as for Lolis’ return!
who go above and beyond the call of duty and who are perLolis remains with her biological family and desperately
sonally moving bureaucratic hurdles to get Daniel the attenneeds a personal touch from the Lord!
tion he needs!
The next step is a heart cath, yet unscheduled, to

Answered Prayers
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Meet the Board —

a continuing series of articles about those who
serve on the Board of Directors of Fishers of Men

Board of Directors of the Ohio Association of Physician
Lorraine Kenter PA-C, Vice-President of the Fishers Assistants as a regional representative and also as a
Committee Chair. Additionally, she served as a member of
of Men Board of Directors, is a recently retired physician
the Steering Committee for “OHIO CARES
assistant from the Toledo, Ohio, area and active member of
-- Coalition for Antibiotic Resistance
McCord Road Christian Church. Lorraine and her husband
Education,” a federally funded project
Ivan’s involvement with Fishers of Men dates back to an
through the Centers for Disease Control
Evangelistic Medical Mission
& Prevention.
Crusade to Oaxaca in March
Lorraine and Ivan enjoy traveling
2005. Since then, they have
and spending time with their children and
both regularly participated in
grandchildren and celebrated their 50th
other Evangelistic Medical
wedding anniversary on December 15th!
Mission Crusades and have
Ivan & Lorraine Kenter
also spent time serving here at Lorraine’s faithfulness, godliness and
Refuge Ranch. Lorraine has served on the Fishers of Men dedication have blessed us and the ministry continuously!
Thank you, Lorraine! We so appreciate Lorraine’s service
Board of Directors since September, 2008, fulfilling at
different times the roles of Secretary and Vice-President, in and look forward to continue serving side-by-side.
which position she continues today.
“I would like to challenge everyone to ‘step out of your
Lorraine has previously participated in four other
comfort zone’ and join a mission team. It is a wonderful
Medical Missions to Honduras as well as serving on the
and humbling experience”. Lorraine Kenter

Vice-Pr esident Lor raine Kenter

Secr etar y Ashleigh Weis
We count it all joy, as the Apostle Paul would say,
to have Ashleigh Weis not only as a member of the Fishers
of Men Board of Directors, but also as Secretary of the
Board!
The Lord brought Ashleigh into
our lives and ministry during the fall of
2007 when she served at Refuge
Ranch for seven weeks and then
moved to Mexico the following spring to
serve alongside us for two full years.
During that time she taught English
classes, swimming lessons, helped with
piano lessons and practicing, cared for the kids when Victor
and I went out, learned Spanish, helped cook, and did anything else that needed doing…including being one of my
best friends!
She continues to play an important role in our
family and in our children’s lives and now, as a member
and officer of the Board of Directors, we are excited about
the impact she will continue to have on the ministry. We

especially feel that Ashleigh will serve invaluably in the
area of promotion and seeking out new supporters since
she can provide a hands-on perspective about the ministry, after having
lived it out on a daily basis for two
years!
Ashleigh attends Living
Water Church and is employed as
Shift Supervisor at a Starbucks in
central Ohio. She enjoys spending
time with her family and friends, as
well as reading and trying her hand
at new recipes and crafts!
Feel free to contact Ashleigh by email at:
hearhim21@gmail.com.
"God is so amazingly trustworthy if we let Him have
control. He called me back to the states in 2010. One of
the reasons was to prepare me to serve on the Board with
inside knowledge of life in Mexico. My effectiveness will
be greater with this experience and I am excited to see
what God is going to do!" Ashleigh Weis
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To contact Fishers of Men
(or to send tax deductible donations)

Fishers of Men
P.O. Box 940
Shelbyville, IN 46176-0940
New
Address
(734) 206-2392
Email: fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com
Website: www.fishersofmenmexico.org

The Two Facets of Fishers of Men
Refuge Ranch is an
adoptive home for abandoned children, headed
by Victor and Julie
Zaragoza, that's located
in central Mexico. As part of a loving
Christian family, the children find the love,
nurture, freedom and structure necessary to
become all that God wants them to be.
Evangelistic Medical
Mission Crusades
are weeklong crusades,
complete with volunteer
doctors, dentists, nurses,
hair stylists, children’s
workers, cooks and general volunteers that
seek to meet the physical needs present in
poverty-stricken regions throughout Mexico
in order to more effectively address the
spiritual needs. The good news of Jesus
Christ is shared individually with each person that attends the crusade. Fishers of
Men works closely with local churches and
missionaries to ensure the follow-up and
discipleship of the new believers.

Fun Facts
In Mexico, the most important day for the Christmas
celebration is December
24th, Christmas Eve, when
families gather for a late
supper, many times as late
as 11 p.m. Presents are
usually exchanged on
Three Kings’ Day, which is
celebrated on January 6th.
Piñatas are a part of the
Christmas celebration and part of our family’s tradition!
The Poinsettia is actually a plant native to Mexico
and South America, originally admired by the Aztec
emperor Moctezuma. The U.S. ambassador to
Mexico in the early 1800’s, Joel Roberts Poinsett,
first took the plant to the United States. Upon his
death the plant was renamed in his honor.

Highlighted Needs
Would you be willing to share what a blessing your involvement with
Fishers of Men has been for you with your family, friends, Sunday
School class, Bible study group or church Mission Board? Contact us
via email: fishersofmenmexico@gmail.com or by phone at (734) 2062392 for a free promotional packet including brochures and a DVD!
You can make a difference in 2013!
When God moves mountains at Refuge Ranch, He brings Dave Moyer
and his machines to do it! Dave, his team and big machines recently
brought us a major step closer toward building the first story of the main
house at Refuge Ranch, as well as enlarging the playground to include
a bike/walking/skating trail. We
continue to need additional
finances and work teams to
make this dream a reality! Get
some friends together and plan
an affordable and life changing
week of missions at Refuge
Ranch in 2013!

